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dead Commanders and soldiers like Sango Shah,
Jeet Mal and others.

Cremation means: The dead body should not
remain uncared for but put in fire and burnt.

Burying Budhu Shah’s sons, burying is the way
of Muslims. They dig a deep grave and bury the
dead body in it. Prayers for the other soldiers who
died fighting were to be held. As per the orders of
Benevolent Guru and his blessings all formalities
were carried out in the best possible way. After
performing all the rites, the Guru accompanied by
his victorious regiments, Saint Budhu Shah and
his soldiers came to Paonta. They brought all the
wounded soldiers back and their treatment was
started.

S
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Blessings o Budhe Shah and solders

A;Paonta, that day everybedy rested. Next day
e devotees assembled. The Guru explained to
the audience his high ideal, the attitude of the
enemy and his courage of not bowing to the kings
with folded hands and heads down. He elucidated
the ideals of not threatening and not bending to
threats or fear. He elucidated that the kings attacked
us for no fault of ours. So we did not bend. We were
not afraid. We did not accept defeat. We fought.
This is to be brave. We are peace loving but brave
as well. We have shown that both should go together.

Then he said: Your inner mind should remain
attached to the Lord. That keeps your character
strong and keeps you in high spirits.

Then prayers were held and he blessed those
who had died fighting bravely. It is written that
first there was singing of divine songs (Kirtan), and
then recitation of the scripture and lastly sacred
sweet was served. Then the Guru blessed and gave
robe of honour to those valiant who had fought and
come victorious. The Guru gave money to all the
soldiers. He blessed his aunt’s three sons who
fought bravely and were alive. Two of the dead
were honoured with the title of ‘King of the battle’.

The Guru’s eldest son was born at Paonta. He
was four months old. In today’s assembly his name
was announced as Aijit Singh meaning ‘always a
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winner’.

In the afternoon the Guru was getting ready
after having a bath when Budhu Shah came and
asked for leave. The Guru blessed gladness of soul
to Budhu Shah. His companions and disciples were
given five thousand rupees for sweets. The Guru
was combing his hair when Budhu Shah asked for
the comb. Then benevolent Guru gave him the
comb. Along with it he gave one turban as a robe
of honour, one dress and one ‘Guru edict’. [See
Footnote]

The Guru blessed all the valiant and soldiers.
Then he blessed Udasi saint Kirpal. He got one
turban of saffron colour and gifted it to Kirpal. The
saint tied it on his head round his cap. The Guru
gave a shield to Daya Ram. The valiant were in
exuberance and wanted to attack Fateh Shah but
the Guru stopped the soldiers.

Footnote: Aurangzeb was angry with Budhu Shah.
After sometime Usman Khan District Incharge of
Sadhaura attacked Budhu Shah and killed him. At
that time they hid these gifts, turban etc in a
masonry wall. In the year 1870 Indian Calendar,
the wall crumbled and the items were found safe
in good condition. It is said that these are with the
ancestors. Later Banda Bahadur executed Usman
Khan as a punishment for killing Budhu Shah.

cSge
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Beparivre from Pacnia

e have already mentioned the battle of

Bhangari and the victory of Magnificent Guru
Gobind Singh in the previous pages. We come to
know of this victory from one poet who was amongst
the poets of the true Guru. He writes as follows:
Victory in Battle was celebrated with everybody
singing praises of true Guru.

Everybody sang with the beat of drums:

You are great! You are great!

Haill The victory over sinners

Your one glance makes unconquerable, fearless,

victorious soldier

Three worlds hell, earth and heaven and 14

regions of universe shouted

Haill Guru Gobind Singh has come victorious

The above is a writing of poet Senapati who was
living at that time. He was one of the 52 poets in
the assembly of Guru Gobind Singh.

Then in the book Bachitar Natak the Guru
himself writes about the victory:

I have won, by your grace ‘O Lord.

Now listen to what happened later.

There was calm in Paonta. There was grief of the
killings of Commanders and soldiers but the
exhilaration of victory was so much that it drowned
the grief. The Guru’s soldiers were in exuberance.
They were so enthusiastic that they wanted to
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combine their contingents and attack Fateh Shah
and after winning him attack other states and go
on winning but the Guru said, ‘No’ and everybody
obeyed his crder. Even then their gusto swelled.
The Guru thought that their gusto should be turned
to some other use. It was decided to gec back to
Anandpur and put the army on building brick
houses and other structures and make Anandpur
a fiourishing town.

The Guru has himself written: When they came
victorious from the battle, their feet did not rest on
the ground in peace.

The Guru decided to leave Paonta. Camels,
donkeys, buliock carts were hired. The first priority
was tc take care of the wounded. They were sent
in comfortable modes. Doctors accompanied them
so that they do not have any problem on the way.
In this way all arrangements were made and they
departed.

SH=
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First Hali 2% Lahairpur

fter leaving Paonta, the Guru halted at a nearby

village named Laharpur, so that whatever was
needed during the journey may be procured from
here or frem other nearby villages. The Guru camped
near the village Laharpur and went for outings and
hunting.

Here was the Game-ward of Sikander Lodhi.
Sikander Lodhi was the Pathan ruler of ndia. He
used to come and stay here and go for hunting.

Game-ward is a place where one goes for hunting.

One gentleman named Mukhlas Khan who was
a Subedar in the times of the Mughal ruler
Shahjahan came here and constructed a fort cn a
hilltep. This was called Mukhlasgarh. Later Baba
Banda Bahadur occcupied this fort arnd named it
Lohgarh. Baba himself stayed here and kept on his
crusade against the Mughal tyranny. About a
kilometre from this place is a village that is now
called Tota. The Ranghars of this village stole two
camel loads of the Guru that were loaded with
Iuggage, i.e. they stole the luggage-loaded camels.
On search, the villagers did not disclose anything.
All the villagers knew but none disclosed that stolen
camels were in this village. But the theft did come
to light and the thieves were caught.

The true Guru said: This village is Tota meaning
loss. Till now it is called Tota. Previously it was
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called Laha meaning profit.

It is written that the Guru stayed here for ten
or twelve days. King Medni Prakash of Nahan sent
messages that he wished to come and have the
Guru’s glimpse. Budhu Shah also came and met
the Guru here. The Guru blessed him with the
Lord’s Name. The congregation assembled and sang
divine songs (Kirtan) everyday and people became
Lord loving. When the Guru programmed to stay
here for sometime, then he asked maternal uncle
Kirpal Chand to take the caravan ahead along with
soldiers and take special care of the injured and
halt at short distances.

Meaning: Rest and halt at short distances so
that the wounded do not feel any hardship of
travelling.

The Guru kept with him some selected
lieutenants and soldiers as also the drum of victory.
So that wherever the Guru stayed, they could guard
his camp.

In this way the caravan went ahead.

=
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Tabra

n the thirteenth day when the divine singing

(Kirtan) finished, then the Guru looked towards
the sky and then towards northwest. It appeared
as if he was reading something in the blank space.
Then for a long time he remained sitting in deep
meditation with eyes slightly wet and closed.
Meaning: His soul was immersed in the Supreme
soul.

When he got up, then he ordered: We should
leave tomorrow. When the front-runner asked the
direction, then the Guru said: We may pass through
the Ramgarhia ruled villages and let Tabra be the
first halt.

“For the next halt” The Guru said, “Wherever
the Lord wishes we shall stay there.” Next morning
Beloved Guru departed from Tota. The miraculous
Guru always in blessom of the inner soul rode a
horse accompanied by a few devotees and soldiers
whe were guarding. The luggage load followed.

On the way he saw one Brahmin bowing down
to worship the sun.

The true Guru laughed and said: The Lord has
created everything for the benefit of man. The sun,
light, air, water, earth and sky, everything is for
the comfort of mankind. He has created humans as
the masters of the world and nature for their
comfort. But see man has forgotten his master-
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ship. His master-ship was in service and love of
the Lord. He has turned away from the Lord and
bound himself with the creation. He considers the
creation as the Lord. What he should have
considered as fearless and comforting, he is afraid
of them and considers them fearful. He is the
master of his bedy, body parts, sense organs and
mind and has forgotten his master-ship. He is
afraid of everything that is powerful in this world
and is running after everything that entices. Thus
he has become powerless. If he realizes the Lord
and remains in His love, then he will get the
support of the Lord and will see himself as a
master in this world. See! This Brahmin is trembling
being afraid of the sun and is rubbing his nose in
front of it. But actually the sun is under the
command of the Lord. If we love the Lord and live
with him at his feet, then why should we be afraid
of the sun? It should be that the Brahmin should
tell the sun: O Lord of the light, you have power,
warmth and electrical power. You give some light
and warmth to my body so that my working body
should serve me.

The Guru himself has written:

Some stupid people worship the leaves

Some saints and sadhus worship the sun

Some worship bowing down towards west

The Lord is One! There is no second God!

Benevolent Guru reached Tabra. There was no
arrangement made for stay but the Guru had
already said that the Lord would make all
arrangements for us. We need not worry. Our duty
is that we should always remember the Lord.
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Guru Nanak said: You do not worry. All your
worries are with the Lord. When we belong to the
Lord, ther the Lord helps in accomplishing our
work.

It happened like that. When they reached Tabra,
the place was already cleaned. Tents were already
pitched. Fodder etc. for the horses was already
stored. What had actuailly happened was that the
ruler had already got information of the Guru’s
arrival and he got all the arrangements done. The
moment the ruler was informed that the benevolent
Guru has arrived, he came to have the Guru’s
glimpse. He placed a sword in front of the Guru at
his feet. .

Meaning: He presented it to the Guru with
respect and love. He also gifted one horse and five
hundred rupees. He gave large number of blankets
as gift.

The Guru gifted him a small sword and said: Till
such time that you respect this gift your kingdom
will remain.

The ruler showed respect to the Guru-gifted
sword. He had great devotion for the Guru who
gifted the swoerd.

Giani Gian Singh writes that this sword is still
with the heirs of the ruler and they respect it.

In the afternoon the Guru decided to leave and
then they departed.

CSH=>
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Queen's Ralipur

When we go from Paonta towards Kiratpur, then at
a distance of about fifty kilometres is a town named
Raipur. That is now called Queen’s Raipur. This
Raipur is about 5 kilometres from Tabra. Here a
queen ruled. Her eldest son was a minor. Minor is
somebody who has not reached adulthood. According
of our Indian Law anybody who is below 18 is
called a minecr.

The Queen had realized the greatness of the
Guru and had become devoted to the Guru. She
was craving to have a glimpse of the Guru since
long. She made all arrangements for the Guru’s
stay with respect and devotion in roval style. She
arranged a banquet in the fort.

It is written: The Queen herself came to the gate
and waved lighted lamps in a circular motion to
receive the Guru. She made him sit on a sandal
wood seat, washed his feet and drank the nectar
along with her sons and became ‘ideal disciple’ of
the Guru.

Till such time that the Guru prepared nectar by
stirring a double edged sword in a bowl of water
while reciting the scripture, the old practice was
to drink the nectar that his feet had touched and
become his disciples. To become an ideal disciple
the following discipline is followed: Read the
scripture, recite the Lord’s Name, service, do



Gur Balam Sakhian Guru Gobind Singh 235

goodness to others, charity i.e. to do good deeds
and abide by the Guru’s commands. Those who
tread on this path are called ‘ideal disciples’.

The queen served sumptuous food to all. She
herself ate the sacred food, the food that the Guru
himself gave from his plate. Then she presented
one horse and eleven hundred rupees to the Guru
and two-two rupees to each one who accompanied
the Guru. The queen gave suits as present to the
ladies.

The Guru gave one suit, one shield and one
sword to his son and a Scripture book to the
queen.

The Guru said: Keep long hair. It should ever
remain. Refrain from smoking, learn martial arts
and accept the Lord’s will. Gain or loss whatever
be, remain happy. The Guru asked them to remain
steadfast in remembrance of the Lord.

Then the Guru visited Tede village about 4
kilometres from there. People offered monecy
according to their capacity. )

Capacity means: After spending for one’s self
from whatever riches the Lord has given, then out
of the savings one should give something for
charitable purpose according to one’s capacity to
give. For the ideal devotees the Guru had suggested
to give one/tenth of one’s honest income for
charitable purposes.

The Queen whom the Guru had blessed, kept
the Guru’s double edged sword, shield and Scripture
book on a bed and burnt incense everyday and
recited the Lord’s Name with love day and, night
and became one with the Lord. '
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Meaning: By recitation of Name her body soui
immersed with the Supreme soul and she got ecstasy
and rapture while living in this world. Her heirs
are even now rulers and they respect and adore
the things given by the Guru.

It is also said that the Queen’s king was alive
but being afraid of the Guru he hid himself. But
the queen was hospitable to the Guru iike a real
devotee.

Hospitable means: To welcome somebody with
love and humility and be at his service. By decing
service to the Guru, she was blessed. When one
gets love from a saint or a high person it is calied
a Dblessing.

This village is called ‘Queen’s Raipur’. It appears
that this name became popular due to her rule.
The queen’s love and respect for the Guru has been
published in Kalgidhar Chamatkar in detail.

CSH=
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Gurzng, Vodz ard Wada

T rom the queen’s fort the Guru came to Tabra
Jﬁ where his soldiers were camping. About half a
kilometre from this village exists a Gurdwara where
the Guru’s tent was pitched. This shrine is called
‘Guruana’. The Guru’s house or wherever he stayed
is called Guru’s shrine because of the sacredness.

Guruana means: It has become sacred and worth
worshipping because of the Guru’s coming here.

Next, the Guru stayed at Toda. This place is
about 4 kilometres from Tabra.

The people of the village welcomed him much. It
is said that while going to Paonta, the Guru stayed
here for one day but there is no memorial Gurdwara
built here. He stayed here for one night and blessed
one meditative.

Next day, the Guru departed from here and
reached Nada. This place is about five kilometres
from Toda. No Gurdwara exists but a token
structure called ‘Manji Sahib’ exists. When a
structure is built in remembrance of a big or
impoertant happening then it is called a ‘memorial
token’. This place is about three kilometres from
Chandigarh station towards south. Here, devotees
and prominent citizens were present. Food was
ready. The Guru and the entire party and others
had lunch here and rested for sometime and then
moved forward in the evening.
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Dhansl

=

Fi™he Guru reached and stayed at a place that
J_[. was near Dhakoli viilage.

He rested here for the night. This place is about
3 kilemetres from the previous halt Nada. Many
devotees had already assembled and had made
arrangements for the Guru’s stay. Grass and fodder
for the horses was stored.

Food was ready. The congregation served food
with great respect and love.

Next morning in the assembly they first sang
Asa-di-var. Then they sang more divine scngs
(Kirtan). The Guru gave a beautiful religious
discourse.

After the ceremony the congregation prayed to
the Guru and told him about scarcity of water in
the village.

The Guru listened and said: O dear! Guru
Nanak’s house is a house of benevolence. He has
strength and power to give milk, yogurt and butter
if he pleases. To give water is no problem:.

Saying this, the Guru got up and in a slow pace
roamed around. The congregation followed. At one
place he stood still and with force pierced the
grocund with his spear. Water sprang up from there.
The congregation felt wondrous.

Great is the Guru, Great is the Guru, a sweet
voice came from all from the core of their heart.
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Again they said: Thanks O Lord. Thanks O Lord.

Then Benevolent Guru gave money to construct
a well and construct stairs up to the bottom level
of the well.

A Gurdwara exists here. There is a tank where
water springs up from one side and slowly goes out
from the other side. This site is where the road
coming from Kalka bifurcates and one goes to
Rajpura. At a distance of half a kilometre from the
bifurcation on the Rajpura Road stands this
beautiful spring and Gurdwara.

This sacred shrine is in Kalsia state about three
kilometres from Ghaggar station.

CSHE=
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iainhe
fternoon declined. The Guru left Dhakoli.

‘NLeaving Dhakoli they travelled about 3
kilometres and reached a village named Nabha.
This Nabha is a village that is on the way to
Kiratpur. This is not the prominent Nabha state.

The congregation was awaiting the Guru’s arriva..
The congregation served the Guru with love. They
prayed to him to stay for the night. The Guru
stayed here for the night and departed next morning.

A memorial Gurdwara exists south of village
‘Nabha. This is called Choha Sahib. This Gurdwara
is in Patiala state. It is about 3 kilometres westward
from the railway station.

It is said that the disciple who carried the ninth:
Guru’s head from Delhi to Anandpur stayed here
for rest.

From Nabha up to Kotla no sign has been
discovered anywhere of the Guru’s stay. Khizrabad
is also on the way. From Nabha to Ropar the
distance is about 24 kilometres. The Guru must
have stayed somewhere in between.

In this way at some places he gave his glimpse
to the waiting devotees and gave discourse. At
some places he stayed for sometime and after
passing through Khizrabad the Guru reached near
Ropar.

At a distance of about 3 kilometres from here is
village Kotla. Here exist two Gurdwaras. Here
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prominent Pathans came and greeted him and with
great respect took him to Kotla. They served him
with great love and gave offerings.

The Guru blessed them with one sword and
shield.

He put people on the true path of “Recitation of
Name” and moving ahead reached Ghanola. Here a
memorial Gurdwara exists. It is said that he stayed
here while going also. Giani Gian Singh has
mentioned the Guru’s stay here while coming to
Anandpur.

He writes that from here he reached Kiratpur
via village Banga. Kiratpur is about 15 Kkilometres
from Ghanoli.

On the way devotees thronged to have his glimpse
standing on the roadside waiting for the Guru.
This happened on the entire route from Paonta to
Kiratpur.

On hearing the praise of the Guru, people from
ail nearby villages came and stood onr the road
waiting for the Guru’s glimpse. They brought milk,
yogurt, refined butter, sugar, wheat flour and dresses
as offerings to the Guru and got blessings from the
Guru.

The Guru gave discourses at every place. He told
them to accept the Lord’s will and be happy and
contented. He asked the people to work and earn
honestly, share with others and recite the Lord’s
Name at all times. He told them not to go after the
mistaken beliefs that the Brahmin priests have
written in books to misguide people for their selfish
gains, like memorials built at cremation sites or
ashes of the dead or graves or monasteries or evil
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stars. These are all mistaken beliefs. Except one
Ged, do not worship anyone. One becomes sinful
by worshipping other gods or goddesses. Our religion
is. “Recitation of the Lord’s name” that gives
salvation. Other types of worship take you nowhere
and one suffers.

St )
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il

Now the Guru reached Kiratpur. The Guru’'s
ancestors had colonized this town. In the year
1683 A.D. the sixth Guru bought land from the
ruler of Kahloor and colonized it and settled here.
Guru Har Rai and Guru Harkrishan lived here. In
the times of Guru Nanak, saint Buddhan Shah
lived here. He was a devotee of the Guru. Guru
Nanak had blessed him immensely.

Since the valiant and cthers were accompanying
the Guru, his party was quite large. So he decided
to camp outside the town.

However, many people as also his relatives came
to receive him. Both grandsons of Guru Hargobind,
Gulab Singh and Shyam Singh came to welcome
the Guru. Other family members and prominent
persons also came.

The Guru went to the house of Guru Hargobind
accompanied by the congregation. He sat in
meditation in remembrance of his grandfather.
Having met him in meditation, he got up in devotion,
said prayers and then sacred sweet was served.
The entire congregation felt ecstatic. That night he
stayed at Kiratpur. All family members and the
congregation rejoiced.

Early morning, the congregation assembled. The
musicians sang Asa-di-var. After that, sacred sweet
was served in plentiful. Then in the morning the
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Guru decided to depart. He rode on Prasadi eiephant.
The valiant rode their horses, some in front and
some at rear. Maternal uncle Kirpal Chand had
already reached Anandpur along with the caravan.

Beloved Guru had sent instructicns that a good
quantity of sacred sweet should be ready at the
shrine of Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth Guru. It
should be ready before we reach there. Beloved
Guru travelled slowly and entered the revenue limit
of Anandpur.

Sk
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Bnangpur
{Anandpur Flourishes Anew]

{ Jhen we read the line ‘Anandpur colonized
anew’ that the true Guru wrote in ‘Bachitar
Natak’, then we get an impression that the Guru
colonized this town now. But it is not so. ‘The ninth
Guru himself colonized this town in 1722-23 A.D.
The tenth Guru went to Paonta leaving it as a
flourishing town. Beloved Guru has used the word
colonized that means that after he left the town
the hustle-bustle waned, many people left but still
some inhabitation was there. The villagers around
bought wholesale merchandise from here.
Benevolent Guru had also left some of his men
here.

But now he came and made it a hustling-bustling
town again. He got constructed new buildings such
as fort etc. and colonized it anew.

Even before he reached Anandpur, the city
hustled bustled with devotees. First were the people
who had settled earlier and were left back. Secondly
Maternal uncle had reached with a big caravan.
Thirdly, people from the nearby villages had come
to welcome and have a glimpse of Beloved Guru.
Fourthly, devotees coming from different places
came to know that Beloved Guru has gone to
Anandpur. They also dashed to Anandpur.
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There was much gaiety and enthusiasm for the
reception of the Guru at Anandpur. Water was
sprinkled on the roads in the town and leading to
the town so that no dust should rise when Beloved
Guru arrived. Thousands of men and women lined
up the road in the town and outside the town. At
many places devotees stood with baskets of rose
petals to shower on Beloved Guru. As he moved
forward he responded to the greetings and love and
blessed everyone.

Then he got down from the elephant and walked
down to the shrine of his dear father Guru. With
eyes closed he remembered his father Guru and
his unique sacrifice.

Then he walked four times round the shrine,
said prayers and sacred sweet was served. Then he
went to his old palace, the entire family ate food
together and rested. In the afternoon he got ready
and came to the audience hall.

He sat in the audience hall till evening. He
blessed everyone and fulfilled their wishes. He
allayed their sufferings. e blessed the Lord’s Name
to everyone. When he left everybody bowed till he
crossed the gate. Then the mine of benevolence
Guru went to his palace and relaxed.

When the devotees came to know that the Guru
has left the distant hilly iand and has now come
to Anandpur, then they flocked to Anandpur.

Devotees kept coming and up to Deepawali their
number became uncountabie.

The congregation for the Deepawali celebration
was uncountable. The offering that came was
uncountable.
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The Guru started spending the money with the
aim that he had in his mind i.e. to imbibe the love
of the Lord and to make their minds strong so that
people are able to break the shackles of slavery
and stand on their own feet.

From amongst the devotees who had come to
Anandpur, he started recruiting seiected young men
for the army and trained them in the use of
weapons.

Thus he paved the way for bringing up a
handsome, befitting and strong army. There would
be none whe would defect at the last moment or
were not true to one’s salt. Not true to one’s salt
means: Not true to one’s employer. Such persons
would deceive and join the enemy as it happened
at Paonta. Equipment was needed for the army.
Factories were set up to manufacture arms and
ammunition, swords, guns, bullets, small cannons,
big cannons, pincers, other implements and all
such things were to be manufactured here. In case
of war, forts, armouries, cannon sites on battlements
were required. Sites were selected and construction
work started. The Guru engaged skilled workers for
all these jobs.

It became necessary to have a marketplace in
the town where so much activity had to happen so
that everything would be available easily. Site for
a market place was selected and construction work
started.

The Guru wished that along with Spirituality
the people should be brave and strong. Both the
ideals were pursued with great fervour at Anandpur.

The army that came up now was strong and
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powerful. Stories of heroic deeds of past heroes
were narrated to them to imbibe bravery in them.
These stories were mostly in poetry and were called
vaars. The musicians sang these vaars and fiiled
the minds of the soldiers with valour. Then the
soldiers were given lessons on intelligence and
diplomacy. They were educated to understard things
properly so that they would not be deceived.
Anything that is thought out from different angles,
is justified and one comes to a certain conciusion
is called diplomacy. The Guru advocated diplomacy
with honesty.

Meaning: One should save one's self from a
difficult situation with cleverness but in nc way
leave truth. One should not resort to hypocrisy,
lies or deception of any kind.

In this way the soldiers were told to be steadfast
on the religious path and shy away from sinfui
acts at all times. For this purpose discourses were
given and they were told to recite the scripture and
understand the meanings and then more
importantly go on the path that the scripture tells
us.

The devotees were made to understand what is
the real aim of this human life and the reason why
the Lord has sent us to this world.

A Guru-disciple should always do goodness to
cthers. He should not be proud. If he has to die for
the sake of religion or respect, he should not
hesitate. He should not deceive anyone nor make
anyone suffer.

The scripture tells us that the Lord’s Name is
everything. Recitation of Name makes you meet the
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Lord. The Guru said the same what Guru Nanak |
had said:

Recite the Lord’s name with love.

Give charity.

Keep the body and mind clean.

Imbibe the Lord’s Name in the mind and don’t
let lies and deception come near.

They make the mind dirty. When the mind is
clean, then one gets ecstasy while reading the Holy
Scripture. One relishes the recitation of Name.
One is enthused to do goodness to others.

Now with this Name, charity and cleanliness the
Guru added bravery that was initially enthused by
his grandfather Guru Hargobind.

Guru Hargobind said: Forgiveness is first bravery. .
Charity is second bravery.

If needed give your life for the sake of rehglon
This is the third bravery.

But the fundamental is “recitation of the Lord’s
Name.”
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Guyry Cormszls et Angmndpugr

\Ignorant man, take the Guru's counsel'. The
/fifth Guru said this in the Scripture

Sukhmani Sahib.

It means: O dear! Listen to the Guru’s counsel
and live your iife according to that.

Guru is Guru and disciple is discipie. The Guru
gives counsel and the disciple imbibes that counsel.
The Guru gives counsel that gives salvation to the
world. The disciple imbibes the Guru’s counsel and
gets salvation for himself and gives comfort to the
world.

From Anandpur the Guru went to Paonta. What
counsel did he give to his discipies when he returned
from Paonta to Anandpur?

The reply to the questicn is as follows:

1. Steadfastness in religion.

The Guru witnessed that the people of the country
were not free. They were under the rule of the
invaders who were tyrants, who were converting
Hindus te Islam by use of force and in the guise
of religion they committed atrocities that could not
be said nor endured.

So, the first thing that he preached was to
remain steadfast in religion that was initiated by
Guru Nanak Dev, the first guru. With this the soul
flourishes. Man’s character develops. He becomes
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broadminded. He feels the suffering of others. He
himself has peace of mind and wishes goodness
and comfort for others. His vision becomes sublime.
He sees everything with a sublime vision. Not only
he lives a life of ecstasy in this world, for the next
world too he gets eternal happiness.

That is why the master of spirituality the true
Guru continued with the tradition of early morning
divine singing and evening divine singing. Besides
that he gave discourses as before.

He blessed the Lord’s name to all and told his -
disciples in a loud voice to do away with empty
rituals and recite the Lord’s Name with love and
attention.

Whosoever does sc will cross the worldly ocean
cf fire and be above the cycle of births and deaths.

Meaning: They will get salvation

2. Truth. ,

The Guru taught the disciples to remain steadfast
in religion. He taught his disciples to remain firm
on truth. One may die for the sake of truth but not
leave truth.

3. Sacrifice.
When the tyrant ruler’s cruel hand came on Guru
Arjan Dev and Guru Tegh Bahadur, then they gave
their life. They sacrificed their heads but did not:
give one thing, never gave it. Thatrwas steadfastness
on truth. N

The Guru -called it Sirirr Meaning: He gave his
head but did not give up his true religion.

None else in the world did such a big sacrifice
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that Guru Tegh Bahadur did. He did not give up
his religion on the cruelty of the tyrant ruler but
preferred to sacrifice his life and left this earth. He
did not heave a sigh while sacrificing his head.

Like a pitcher breaks with the hit of a stone,
similarly, he gave his life. This example of such
high moral standard enthused strength and life
into the lifelessly living people.

4. High Spirits

King Bhim Chand in his mind, harboured enmity
against the Guru. And for that reason the Guru
left his house and the land purchased by his father
Guru at Anandpur as a snake leaves slough. He
went and stayed in another state but there also he
continued his work towards his aim as before. He
taught us not to get nervous about anything. Always
remain alert. One may tolerate but not give way
under pressure. One may get hurt but one should
not feel weak. Even in a calamity remain strong,
have full faith in your mind on the Lord and never
forget Him. The servant always, at all times has
support of his Master, the Lord. Always try to keep
this in your mind.

5. Un-disturbed

At Paonta again a serious trouble arose. The hill
kings invaded without any prcvocation. This was
time to feel perturbed. But he did not get nervous.
See! Battle is on and five hundred Pathan soldiers
defect. Not only did they go away but they turn
disloyal and join the enemy. This is time to lose
courage but he never lost courage. Then see! In the
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day this loss happens. At night another five hundred
soldiers of the Udasi sect run away. This is the
time to despair but no he is not disturbed.

The battle is on. One valiant Commander is
killed. He does not lose heart. Later, Sango Shah,
the King of the battle, Commander-in-chief of the
army is killed. He does not reverse his drurns and
run away. Instead in readiness with his bows and
arrows he himself comes forward in the battlefield.
He takes charge of the command of his entire army
and continues the fighting. He even goes in the
danger zone where he is hit with arrows thrice.
But he is not afraid and his heart does not sink.
Instead he shoots arrows with more enthusiasm.
Not one but he rains a shower of arrows. What is
the result? He becomes victorious.

In Bachitar Natak he writes: 1 was victorious.
But see, what does he say?

He says:

1 was victorious
It is the Lord’s grace

He set an example for us and said: ‘Do not sit
in despair. Keep yourself busy. Keep moving. Do
not leave *your endeavour. Have faith in the Lord.
Don’t let selfishness come near you. Remain in
endeavour for3d01ng goodness to others and for
doing goodness to the nation. Do not bend. Stick
to your ideal and do not leave the effort. Whatever
happens is will of the Lord and never sit lost. See
everything as will of the Lord. We are servants of
the Lord. The Lord is always victorious. Victory is
His. So victory is ours.
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Seel The Lord blessed the Guru with victory. The
Lord gave him success. The enemy who had come
to crush in the battle of Bhangani themselves got
crushed and ran away. But the Guru did not take
pride in his victory. He succeeded. He was
victorious. He demonstrated te his disciples how to
remain peacefu! and humble even in victory.

But he did not let the enthusiasm of victory go
waste. To keep it up he decided to move to Anandpur,
his father Guru’s own purchased land and put the
soldiers on construction and development work at
Anandpur.

He taught us that we should not let the aim go
away from the mind. Have faith in the Lord. Be
sincere in your endeavour and be brave. Face every
difficuit situation with wisdom but with honesty. If
you keep treading on the path steadfastly with
your aim in mind, then the Lord tc whom you
belong, on whose support you do not fail in your
endeavour and live in high spirits, that Lord will
make you succeed.

5. Do not enslave
Do not make anyone as your slave. Do not take
away anyone’s freedom.

The Guru’s ideal of victory was neither to
ericroach upon the rights of others nor to encroach
upon their freedom. His ideal was: Don't be afraid
of anycne nor frighten anyone to fulfill your selfish
gains. Give comfort to the world. Think good of
everycne. If you get a chance, then do goodness td
others as per your capacity. Even if you have to
sacrifice your life, remain steadfast on truth and
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perform all jobs without fear. Keep yourself in
endeavour truthfully and sincerely. Remain in
freedom and give freedom to others.

7. Love of the Lord.
From beginning to end Beloved Guru's teaching is
to love the Lord

Never forget the Lord. Remain in devotion.
Do not forget the Scripture and the Lord’s Name.
Remain at His refuge.

Pray:
O Lord! Waheguru! keep your hand on my head
and save me.

The Guru said: Have faith that those who recite
His name incessantly and immerse in His love, the
Lord protects them at all times.

Pray: O Lord! Waheguru! the all powerful and
strong Lord, we fall at your feet and greel you
many times. O Lord! Waheguru! Give your hand
-and save us Ifrom wavering.

$

S
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Scripture of ‘WMagnificent
G wWith the Plume’

ur one love with the beloved true Guru ‘King
with the plume’ is that we love his Scripture.
Magunificent Guru Gobind Singh, the Guru from the
heaven was on the seat of Guru Nanak and he was
the image of Guru Nanak. He said and wrote
scripture like Guru Nanak. His words are Holy
scripture. It is our duty to read the scripture and
get support from it. At some places there is a deep
prayer in his scripture. It is in the language that
was spoken in Patna when he lived in Patna.
Being heavenly and sublime it gives ecstasy.
Earily morning one reads Jaap Sahib. While
preparing the nectar his scripture is read. We give
below one prayer from his scripture and its
meaning. It is suggested that this prayer, every
disciple and every child-disciple, brothers and sisters
should recite from the core of their heart.
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Meaning:

O Lord! Waheguru! Me worthless like a straw
You raise me high like Sumer mount.

There is none else except You who is benevolent
to the poor.

O my own Lord! Waheguru! Forgive my faults
because I am intensely full of faults.

Tell me, is there anyone who has more faults
than I have?

Those who have recited your Name, their houses
are full of riches.

In this Un-enlightened era

Only the Lord who has the strength of the sword
of death is the support.

He is the one who raises the humble to high
with his grace.

We should always have faith in Him.

Read one more paragraph from his scripture.
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Meaning:

The Lord always was in the beginning.

He is without form.

He cannot be seen, but is always present.
Vedas and other scriptures have not been able
to bring out His secret.

He is benevolent and gracious to the poor. He is
a treasure of grace.

He always is. He is ommnipresent. He lives
everywhere.

Sheshnag, Inder, Ganesh, Shiva and the Vedas
tried to find His limit

But they could not find His limit.

O my foolish mind!

Why have you forgotten such a perceptible Lord?
Do not forget Him and always recite His Name.

SHEF





