

































































































































































































































































































































































Number | Type of Chhant/metre Number of hymns
1 Aril 253
12 Soratha 2
3 Chaupai 344
4 Chhand Sadharan 5
5 Chhand Wadda 1
6 Dohra 716
7 Ruamal 2
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3.39 ZAFARNAMA (THE LETTER OF VICTORY)

ZAFARNAMA

i.

It is believed that Emperor Aurangzeb, a few months before his death,
had sent a special emissary to Guru Gobind Singh to arrange a meeting
with the Guru. The Emperor had realised the follies made by his Qazis
and Provincial Governors in torturing and persecuting Sikhs.

In response Guru Gobind Singh sent him a very bold letter called
Zafarnama. The letter was taken to the Emperor by Bhai Daya Singh
and Bhai Dharam Singh. It was written in Persian. It was written
when the Guru was resting at Dina.

The letter moved Aurangzeb both emotionally and sentimentally. He
showed an eargerness to meet the Guru at the first available
opportunity, but he died in Deccan before he could have the divine
glimples of the Guru.

Zafarnama is in two parts and is composed in 111 couplets. The first
part is an invocation wherein the Guru has enumerated the attributes of
Almighty God. Itisin 12 couplets.

The second part is titled as ‘Dastan’ meaning a story. It narrates in
detail the atrocities and cruelties which the Mughal forces along with
the Hill rajas had inflicted on the innocent citizens.

The Guru is bold enough to narrate both qualities and dis-qualities of
the Emperor. He warns him about the wrath of God for the blood of
the the innocent victims.

The Guru further states that the raising of arms by the Sikhs,
for their defence, was justifiable in the religious code. He says
that the use of arms, for defence of the innocent, is lawful and
right, when all other means fail.

p. A translation of the letter is given hereunder:

Waheguru is One and His Word is True. The Victory is of Waheguru.

ZAFARNAMAH (The Epistle of Victory)

The Sacred Utterance of the Tenth Sovereign.
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Waheguru is perfect in all faculties. He is Immortal and Generous. He is the Giver of
victuals and Emancipator. 1.

He is the Protector and Helper; He is Compassionate, Giver of food and Enticer.2.

He is the Sovereign, treasure-house of qualities and Guide; j He is unparalleled and is
without Form and Colour.3.

Through His Generosity, He provides Heavenly Enjoyments to one without any wealth,
falcon, army, property and authority.4.

He is the Transcendent as well as Immanent; He is Omnipresent and bestows
honours.5.

He is Holy, Generous and Preserver; He is Merciful and Provider of victuals.6.

Waheguru is Generous, the Highest of the High; He, the Preserver, is Most Beautiful.7.

Waheguru is Omniscient, the Protector of the lowly; He, the Friend of the poor, is the
Destroyer of the enemies.8.

He is the Source of all virtues, keeper of Dharma; He knows everything and is the
Source of all Scriptures.9.

He is the Perfect Being and Treasure of Wisdom; He, the All-Pervading Waheguru, is
Omniscient. 10.

Waheguru of the Universe, Knows all the sciences and breaks the knots of all
complications.il.

He, the Supreme and Most High, Supervises the whole world; He, the Sovereign of the
Universe, is the Source of all Learning.12.
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THE STORY (HIKAYAT)

I have no faith in your oaths; Waheguru Himself is the Witness. 13.

I'have not an iota of faith in such a person, whose officers have relinquished the path of
Truth. 14.

Whosoever puts faith on the oath of Quran, he is subjected to punishment on the final
reckoning.15.

He, who comes under the shade of the legendary Huma, a very brave crow cannot harm
him.l6.

He, who takes refuge of the fierce tiger; the goat, sheep and deer do not go near him.
17.

Even if | had taken an oath on Quran, in concealment, | would not have budged an inch
from my place.18. |

How could forty famished persons fight in the battlefield,
on whom ten lakh soldiers made a sudden attack. 19-

Your army breaking the oath and in great haste plunged in the battlefield with arrows
and guns.20.

For this reason, I had to intervene and had to come fully armed.21.

When all other methods fail, it is proper to hold the sword in
hand.22.

I have no faith in your oaths on the Quran, otherwise | had nothing to do with this
battle.23.

I do not know that your officers are deceitful, otherwise I would not have followed this
path.24.
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It is not appropriate to imprison and kill those, who put faith on the oaths of Quran.25.

The soldiers of your army, clad in black uniforms, rushed like flies on my men.26.

Whosoever from them came near the wall of the fort, with one arrow he was drenched in

his own blood.27.

None dared to come there near the wall; none faced then the arrows and destruction.28.

When I saw Nahar Khan in the battlefield, he was greeted with one of my arrows.29.

All those boasters who came near the wall, they were despatched in no time.30.

Another Afghan, with a bow and arrows came in the battlefield like a flood.31.

He shot arrows heroically, sometimes in senses and sometimes in madness.32.

He made several attacks and was drenched with blood; after killing two warriors, he
breathed his last.33.

Khwaja Mardud hid himself behind the wall; he did not enter the field like a brave
warrior.34.

If I had seen his face once, one of my arrows would have despatched him to the abode
of death.35.

Many warriors wounded with arrows and bullets died in the battle on both sides.36.

The darts were showered so violently, that the field became red like

popyflowers.37.

The heads and limbs of the dead were scattered in the field like the balls and sticks in
the game of Polo.38.
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When the arrows hissed and bows tinkled, there was a great hue and cry in the
world.39.

There the spears and lances provided a dreadful sound and the warriors lost their
senses.40.

How could bravery ultimately withstand in the field, when only forty were surrounded by
innumerable warriors 741.

When the lamp of the world veiled itself, the moon shone in brightness during the
night.42.

He, who puts faith on the oaths of the Quran, the True Waheguru gives him the
guidance.43.

There was neither any harm nor injury; my Waheguru, the vanquisher of the enemies,
brought me to safety.44.

I did not know that these oath-breakers were deceitful and followers of mammon.45.

They were neither men of faith, nor true followers of Islam, they did not know Alaha nor
had faith in the Prophet. 46.

He, who follows his faith with sincerity, he never budges an inch from his oaths.47.

I have no faith at all in such a person for whom the oath of the Quran has no
significance.48.

Even if you swear a hundred times in the name of the Quran, I shall not trust you any
more.49.

If you have even a little of faith in God, come in the battleficld fully armed.50.
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It is your duty to act on these words, because for me, these words are like the Orders of
God.51.

If the Holy Prophet had been there himself, you would have acted on them with all your
heart. 52.

It is your duty and a binding on you to do as bidden in writing.53. .

I have received your letter and the message, do, whatever is
required to be done.54.

One should act on his words; the speech and action should correspond.55.

I agree with the words conveyed by the Qazi, but if you promise to come on the right
path.56.

If you want to see the letter containing oaths, [ can send you the same immediately.57.

If you come yourself in village Kangar, we can meet each other.58.

Do not bring in your mind the danger of coming there, because the Brar community
acts according to my orders.59.

We can talk to each other in this way; kindly come so that we may have direct talk.60.

Your saying that I may bring for you a very fine steed of one thousand rupees and get
this area as a jagir from you, you may keep this thing in your mind.6l.

I am the man of the Sovereign of Sovereigns and His slave; if He permits me, then I shall
present myself there.62.

If He permits me, then I shall be present there in person63-
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If you worship One Waheguru, you will not cause any delay in this work of mine.64.

You should recognise Waheguru, so that you may not talk ill or cause inj ury to
anybody.65.

Y ou are the Emperor and you sit on the throne, but I wonder at your ill acts of
injustice.66.

I wonder at your acts of piety and justice; I feel sorry at your sovereignty.67.

I wonder very much regarding your faith; anything said against truth brings
downfall.68.

Do not be rash in striking your sword on helpless, otherwise the Providence will
shed your blood.69.

Do not be careless, recognise Waheguru, who is averse to greed and flattery.70.

He, the Sovereign of Sovereigns, fears none; He is the Master of the earth and
heavens.71.

He, the True Waheguruy, is the Master of both the worlds; He is the Creator of all the
creatures of the universe.72.

He is the Preserver of all, from ant to elephant; He gives strength to the helpless and
destroys the careless.73.

The True Waheguru is known as 'Protector of the lowly'; He is carefree and free from
want.74.

He is Unassailable and Unparalleled; He shows the path as a Guide.75.,
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You are strained by the oath of the Quran, therefore, fulfil the promise made by you.76.

It is appropriate for you to become sane and do your task with severity.77. .

What, if you have killed my four sons, the hooded cobra still sits coiled up.78.
What type of bravery it is to extinguish the spark of fire and fan the flames ?79.
Listen to this well-said quotation of Firdausi: "The hasty action is the work of Satan',80.

I'have also come from the abode of Your Allah, who will be the witness on the day of
Judgement.81.

If you prepare yourself for the good action, Waheguru will give you an apt reward.82.

If you forget this task of Justice, Waheguru will forget you.83.

The righteous has to tread the path of truth and virtue, but it is still better to recognise
Waheguru.84.

I do not believe that that man recognises Waheguru, who injures the sentiments of
others through his actions.85.

The True and MercifulWaheguru does not love you, though you have unaccountable
wealth.86.

Even if you swear a hundred times by the Quran, I shall never trust you.87.

I cannot come to you and am not prepared to tread your path of oaths; I shall go,
wherever my Waheguru will ask me to go.88.

You are king of kings, O fortunate Aurangzeb; you are a clever administrator and a

good horseman.89. 123




With the help of your intelligence and the sword, you have become the master of Deg and
Tegh.90.

You are the acme of beauty and wisdom; you are the chief of chiefs and the king.91.

You are the acme of beauty and wisdom; you are the master of the country and its
wealth.92.

You are most generous and a mountain in the battlefield; you are like angels wielding
high splendour.93-

Though you are the king of kings, O Aurangzeb ! you are far from righteousness and
justice.94.

I vanquished the vicious hill chiefs, they were idol-worshippers and I am idol-
breaker.95.

Look at the time-cycle, quite undependable; whosoever it pursues, it brings his
decline.96.

Think of the power of the Holy Waheguru, which causes one person to kill lakhs of
people.97.

If God is friendly, no enemy can do anything; the generous actions proceed from the
Merciful Waheguru.98.

He is the Emancipator and the Guide, who causes our tongue to sing His Praises.99.

In troubled times He withdraws the faculty of sight from the enemies; He releases
without injury the suppressed and the lowly.100.

He, who is truthful and follows the right path, the Merciful Waheguru is Graceful towards
him.101.
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He, who surrenders his mind and body to Him, the True Waheguru is Graceful towards
him.102.

No enemy can ever beguile him, on whom the Merciful Waheguru showers His Graces.
103,

When one man is attacked by a lakh, the Generous Waheguru gives him protection. 104.

Just as your hopes lie in your wealth, I depend upon the Grace of Allah.105.

You are proud of your kingdom and wealth, but I take refuge in the Non-Temporal
Waheguru. 106.

Do not be careless about this fact that this saraae (resting place) is not the permanent
abode. 107.

Look at the time-cycle, which is undependable; it gives a fatal blow to everything of
this world. 108.

Do not oppose the lowly and helpless; do not break oaths taken on the Quran. 109.

[f God is friendly, what the enemy can do ?, though he may be inimical in many ways.
110.

The enemy may try to give a thousand blows, but he cannot harm even one hair, (if God
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3.40 HIKAYATS - Eleven Tales

HIKAYATS

1.

The Hikayats means tales. They are eleven in number and are written in
Persian in 752 couplets. A few historians believe that the Hikayats
were a part of Zafarnama and sent along with it to Aurangzeb, but the
contents of these tales do not show any relevance of tales with the letter.

2. The outline contents of the eleven tales are as follows:

a. First tale ( 65 couplets)- It is the story of king Mandhata who

nominates, after a trial, his fourth son as his successor.

The raja had given 10,000 drunk elephants to the first son, 500,000
horses with golden sadles to the second son, 300,000 camles loaded
with silver to the third son and one grain of a pulse and half a grain of
a gram to the fourth son. After a few years the raja called back all his
sons and asked them what they had done with the booties given to
them. While the first three sons had used their gifts unwisely in battles
and donations, the fourth son had used his gift wisely, the seeds sown
had multiplied and with the income from the farms he had now many
clephants, horses and jewels, evn the town of Delhi was also
constructed by him.

b. Second tale (57 couplets) — It is the story of a Chinese king who
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gave a very odd advice to his ministers to select his successor. He
told them that they should select a person who has the following
qualities:

ii. One who does not have feet, hands, eyes and a tounge (so that he
does not walk into bad company, does not steal with his hands,
does not look with greed at other people’s property and does not
speak ill for others).

iii. One who does not have any courage, or a plan and is not alert. (so
that he does not show his strength to the poor, makes no foul
schemes and is always submerged in good thoughts)

iv. One who does not have a beating heart, and (so that he takes
decisions with his head rather than with his heart)

v. One who does not have a nose, sight and ears. (so that he does not
smell bad odour, avoid looking at vulgar scenes and refuses to
listen to slander)



c.

e.

Third tale (141 couplets) - 1t is the story of a princess
Bchhatratmati, who was more beautiful than sun, moon and stars.
Her father arranged a ‘swambar’ for her. She chose raja Subhatta
Singh and forced him to marry her after defeating him in the battle.
Initially, Subhatta Singh had refused to marry her for he was already
married to a very beautiful woman. When Bachhatramati heard this
she lost her balance and challenged Subhatta Singh to fight her to
settle her claim over him. She defeated all brave soldiers present in
the swambar and in the end defeated Subhataa Singh as well. In this
way he was forced to marry her.

Fourth tale (51 couplets ) — It is the story of the wife of a Qazi
who murdered her husband to wed her paramour Raja Subal. Qazi’s
wife was very beautiful, when she saw raja Subal, she fell for him
and asked him to marry her. He told her that if she could bring
Qazi’s head to him, only then he would marry her. That night she
cut Qazi’s head and took it to him. Raja Subal trembled with awe
when he saw the blood dripping head of the Qazi. He refused to
marry her. Out of revenge she took him to the court of Jehangir
accusing him of killing her husband. He then hurriedly agreed to
marry her, if she took her accusation back. She withdrew her
accusation and declared that she was going to Mecca for forgiveness,
and secretly went to Raja Subal to live with him.

Fifth tale (43 couplets ) - It is the story of the wise daughter of
a Prime Minister of an Arabian country. She rescued her King
Kaiser from the prison of his enemy with her wisdom.

One moming King Kaisar went for hunting with his soldiers. There
in the forest they confronted with another King who had come from
the west. There was a fierce battle. Both sides fought with bravery
but at the end King Kaisar was defeated and arrested.

When the daughter of the Prime Minister of King Kaiser heard about
the fate of her king, she made a clever scheme. She wore battle dress
and went to see the King of the west. She told him that the person he
has arrested along with his fellows is not King Kaiser but his
gardener. He along with other garden labourers had come to the
forest for cutting grass for the King’s horses. She further told him
that King Kaiser has a very mighty army and if he would know about
the arrest of his people he would attack with his might and destroy
them all. The Western King thought that if the garden workers of a
king could be so brave how much brave would the regular army of
the king would be. Out of awe he issued orders of the immediate
release of King Kaiser (thinking him to be a gardener) and his men.

Sixth tale (49 couplets ) — It is the story of grand daughter of
King Asfand Yar. She became the queen after the death of her father
Bahimen. She gave birth to a son frbm her illicit relations. She put
the baby in a box with diamonds and jewels and floated him in a
river. The baby was recovered by a washerman. Later, the queen
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came to know of her son’s whereabouts. She took back the boy from
the washerman and adopted him as her son, avoiding telling his true
identity to others. He became the king after his mother’s death.

g. Seventh tale (47 couplets ) — It is the tale of a queen’s
infidelity, who even allowed her paramour to kill her young sons in
front of her eyes. She told people that they got intoxicated with wine
and killed each other.

h. Eighth tale (44 couplets ) - It is the tale of another unfaithful
queen. She falls in love with a young jeweller. He disguises as a
woman and starts living with the queen. Once King sees him, and
believing him to be woman also falls for him. When the queen came
to know of this she and her paramour make a tricky plan to make a
fool of the king. From that night they started sleeping together in the
palace so that the King should not get him alone.

i. Ninth tale (179 couplets) —lIt is the tale of a prince who eloped
with the daughter of the country’s Prime Minister. The name of the
king was ‘Roshan Zamir’, the name of the prince was ‘Roshan Dil’
and the name of the Prime Minister’s daughter was ‘Roshan Dimag’.
Dil and Dimag were of the same age and grew up together. Dil went
to the boys school and Dimag went to girls school. A wall separated
the two schools. There lived a mouse in that wall who made a big
hole in the wall, and the two started looking at each other from that
hole and fell in love. When king Zamir came to know about this he
put hem in separate boats and floated them in high sea. The strong
waves brought the two boats together. On way they were attacked by
many evils. First attack came from a snake on one side and a wild
water animal from the other side, the second attack came from a lion
and a crocodile. While God saved Dil and Dimag, the attacker killed
each other. At the end they reached the land of a cannibal who made
Dil his Minister. Later Dil attacked the kingdom of his father and
made him a prisoner. In all battles Dimag also played a very brave
role.

j- Tenth tale (60 couplets) — It is the tale of a noble woman who
stole two horses from the stable of Sher Shah and gave them as a
wedding gift to her lover. The story relate to the kingdom of Kalingar.
The daughter of a noble fell in love with the prince of Kalingar. She
proposed him to marry her. He said that if she could bring two
Arabian horses named ‘Raho’ and ‘Suraho’ from the custody of
another king Sher Shah, then he will accept her proposal. She
accepted the challenge. She went to Delhi, made the caretaker-
soldiers unconscious, climbed the wall of the fort, untied ‘Raho’
from the stable, rode it and jumbed in river Yamuna from the fort’s
wall. When Sher Shah heard of this theft, he made announcement
that if the thief presents himself voluntarily then he will give him
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reward rather than punishment for this brave robbery. The noble
woman dressed like a man and presented herself to Sher Shah. He
asked her that how did she plan the robbery. She replied that she can
demonstrate it with practical actions rather than narrating it in prose,
Sher Shan agreed. She cleverly repeated her act and to the surprise of
all rode away with the second horse as well.

Eleventh tale (21 couplets) - It is the tale of a dare-devil
woman, wife of an Afghan named Rahim. She fell in love with one
Hasan Khan. An informer informed her husband about her affair.
When he came to catch them together she killed her lover, cut him
into pieces and cooked his meat in a big pan. When Rahim reached
home, she offered him that meat and made love to him. Rahim did
not suspect any foul play he went back and killed the informer.

IMPORTANT NOTES:

1.

All tales start with an invocation to God.

2. All tales relate to Muslims, thought many names are non Muslim.

The oaths taken are of Allah.

The tales have no relevance with Zafarnama, and thus cannot be a
part of'it.

The tale of Kalingar (no. ten) resemble with the sakhi of ‘Bidi
Chand’ a devotee of Guru Hargobind.
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REVISION QUESTIONS

Test Paper 1 (Refer module 1)

1. What is the meaning of the word Dasam Granth?

2. Is Guru Gobind Singh the sole author of Dasam Granth?
3. Write the important places where most of the bani was written.
4. At which place Guru Gobind Singh wrote the historic letter ‘Zafarnama’?
5. It is said that most of the Guru compositions were perished in a river:
a. Name the river in which they were supposed to be perished

b. Give the date and year of peril

¢. Do you believe that the Guru lost his compositions?

6. Name the scribe of the Dasam Granth

7. How many chapters the Granth has?

8. Name three compositions of the Granth which contain devotional compositions.

9. How many pages the printed Granth has ?

10. Is the Granth composed in poetry or in prose ?
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Test paper 1 ( Suggested answers)

1. What is the meaning of the word Dasam Granth? The book of the tenth Guru
2. Is Guru Gobind Singh the sole author of Dasam Granth? Perhaps, there are
different views on this subject.

3. Write the important places where most of the bani was written. Anandpur, Paonta
Sahib

4. At which place Guru Gobind Singh wrote the historic letter ‘Zafarnama’? Dina in
Malwa

5. It is said that most of the Guru compositions were perished in a river:
d. Name the river in which they were supposed to be perished. Sirsa
e. Given the date and year of peril. 22" December 1704
/Do you believe that the Guru lost his compositions? No.
I believe that the Guru must have either hidden them somewhere in the fort
of Anandpur, or would have smuggled them out through a trustworthy
Sikh.
6. Name the scribe of the Dasam Granth. Bhai Mani Singh
7. How many chapters the Granth has? 15
8. Name three compositions of the Granth which contain devotional compositions.
Jaap Sahib, Akal Ustat and Shabad Hazare

9. How many pages the printed Granth has ? 1428

10. Is the Granth composed in poetry or in prose ? Poetry
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Test Paper 2 (Refer module 2)

1. Until which period, Dasam Dasam had found the same place as that of Guru
Granth Sahib in most of the Punjab Gurdwaras.

2. What was the first name of Dasam Granth, as used by Bhai Mani Singh?

w

. How many original birs of the Granth have been found so far, to base the research
work upon?

N

. In which year and what task was performed by ‘Gurmat Granth Parcharak Sabha?

5. Write the names and a short description of the additional compositions found in
Patnae Sahib wali bir.

)

. How many poets were employed by Guru Gobind Singh to work in his court?

7. Give the names of three court poets, with the titles of their own compositions,
whose compositions have been published separately from the Dasam Granth.
8. Describe court poets named ‘Ram’, ‘Shyam’ and ‘Kal’ and the controversy which

surrounds their names.

9. Which incident of the 18" century A.D. prompted the Sikh Panth to avoid any edit
of Dasam Granth by the Sikh Scholars?

10. What is/are the name/s of the chapter/s of Dasam Granth which contain/s
stories of men and women
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Test Paper 2 Suggested answers

1. Until which period, Dasam Dasam had found the same place as that of Guru
Granth Sahib in most of the Punjab Gurdwaras.

Until 1925, the formation of SGPC
2. What was the first name of Dasam Granth, as used by Bhai Mani Singh?
Bachitar Natak.
3. How many original birs of the Granth have been found, so far, to base the research
work upon?
Four

4. In which year and what task was performed by ‘Gurmat Granth Parcharak Sabha?

In 1897, the Sabha after consulting 32 birs of Dasam Granth produced an
authentic bir of the Granth which now has 1428 pages.

5. Write the names and a short description of the additional compositions found in
Patnae Sahib wali bir.

1. Sansahar Sukhmana — composition of 24 pauris
2. Var Malkaus — var of 11 pauris
3. Chhaka Bhagauti ji ka- composition of 8 chhands,

6. How many poets were employed by Guru Gobind Singh to work in his court?

52
7. Give the names of three court poets, with the titles of their own compositions,
whose compositions have been published separately from the Dasam Granth.

1. Nand Lal

2. Sainapat - Gursobha
3. Bhai Gurdas Il - One Var

8. Describe court poets named ‘Ram’, ‘Shyam’ and ‘Kal’ and the controversy which
surrounds their names.

Their names are found in compositions titled Charitra Pakhyan and Chaubis
Avtar, though many scholar believe that these names were used by Guru
Gobind Singh himself to write poetry. This seems to be a doubtful statement.
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9. Which incident of the 18" century A.D. prompted the Sikh Panth to avoid any edit
of Dasam Granth by the Sikh Scholars?

The return to Damdama Sahib of Bhai Mehtab Singh after chopping the head
of Masa Rangar at Amritsar.

10. What is/are the name/s of the chapter/s of Dasam Granth which contain/s
stories of men and women?

Charitara Pakhyan and Hikayats.
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Test Paper 3 (Refer module 3)
1. What percentage are the following of the itotal compositions of Dasam
Granth.

a. Charitra Pakhyan -
b. Chaubis Avtar -

2. Name the raga title of the shabad ‘mitar piyarae nu........ ’

3. List the ten most important incarnations of Vishnu.

4. Which composition contains Dos and Don’ts for the Khalsa? How many hymns it
has and what is the metre-title of these hymns?

5. Out of all compositions of Dasam Granth, name the following:
a. Compoistions which are composed in Panjabi —

b. Compositions which are composed in Persian -

6. Name one composition which is in Bhai Mani Singh’s bir but which is not
included in the present day approved bir.

7. It is believed that some compositions are either incomplete or a part of them has
been lost. Name such compositions and the part which is incomplete or has been
lost.

8. Which verses of Akal Ustat constitute ‘Sudha Swayas’. What is the importance of
these swayas?

9. Which composition of the Granth contains the first part of the ‘Sikh Ardas’? What
is the proportion of this part with the total length of the composition?

10. Name the compositions which form part of Patnae wali bir but which are not
included in the present day approved bir.
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Test Paper 3 suggested answers

1. What percentage are the following of the total compositions of Dasam
Granth.

c¢. Charitra Pakhyan - 41%
d. Chaubis Avtar - 30%

2. Name the raga title of the shabad ‘mitar piyarae nu........ > Khyal

3. List the ten most important incarnations of Vishnu.

Macch, Kucch, Boar, Bawan, Paras Ram, Narsingh, Rama, Krishan, Kalki,
Buddha

4. Which composition contains Dos and Don’ts for the Khalsa? How many hymns it
has and what is the metre-title of these hymns?

Thirty Three Swayas, 33, Swayas
5. Out of all compositions of Dasam Granth, name the following:

c. Compoistions which are composed in Panjabi — Var Bhagauti, Shabad
‘mitar..’

d. Compositions which are composed in Persian — ‘Zafarnama, Hikayats’

6. Name one composition which is in Bhai Mani Singh’s bir but which is not
included in the present day approved bir.

Shabad called ‘Saddh’

7. It is believed that some compositions are either incomplete or a part of them has
been lost. Name such compositions and the part which is incomplete or has been

lost.

Akal Ustal — last hymn (it has only two lines whereas all other hymns have 4
lines.



Gyan Parboth — the book contains a mention of 4 divisions of religious
philosophy,

but it contains discussion of only the first part.

8. Which verses of Akal Ustat constitute ‘Sudha Swayas’. What is the importance of
these swayas?

Verses 21 — 30; this bani was recited by Guru Gobind Singh when he prepared the
‘Amrit’ at Kesgarh Sahib in 1699. The Sikh Rehat Maryada has made it a nitnem
bani.

9. Which composition of the Granth contains the first part of the ‘Sikh Ardas’? What
is the proportion of this part with the total length of the composition?

Var Bhagauti ki, it is pauri one of a total of 50 pauris of the composition.

10. Name the compositions which form part of Patnae wali bir but which are not
included in the present day approved bir.

a. Sansahar Sukhmana

b. Var Malkaus
¢. Chhaka Bhagauti ji ka
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Test Paper 4 (Refer module 4/5)

1. Define the following with reference to poetic compositions included in the Granth::

a. Metre
b. laghu (1)
c. guru (S)

2. What is a Chhand? How many Chhands are used in the Dasam Granth?
3. How many variety of Chhands have been used in Jap Sahib? (make a table to
illustrate your answer)
. Define the following with reference to the structure of poetry:
a. Doha -
b. Chaupai —
¢. Swaya -

5. How many Vars are there in the Dasam Granth? What is the title and language of
this/these var/s?

6. Are there any compositions in the Granth where the stanzas are called padas and
compositions have ‘rahau’ verses in them? Illustrate your answer.
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Test Paper 4 (Refer module 4/5) suggested answers

1. Define the following with reference to poetic compositions included in the Granth::
d. Metre: Rhythm and mood
e. laghu(1l) Short phonetic make-up

f guru (S) Long phonetic make-up

2. What is a Chhand? How many Chhands are used in the Dasam Granth?

A Chhand is a poetic composition in a language posody. There are 150 different
type s of chhands used in the Granth.

3. How many variety of Chhands have been used in Jap Sahib? (make a table to
illustrate your answer)

Ten, for the table refer to page 35

4. Define the following with reference to the structure of poetry:

d. Doha - a couplet
e. Chaupai - a quatrain
f. Swaya - a verse of undefined length

5. How many Vars are there in the Dasam Granth? What is the title and language of
this/these var/s?

There is only one Var, it is titled ‘Var Bhagauti’ and it is composed in Panjabi

6. Are there any compositions in the Granth where the stanzas are called padas and
compositions have ‘rahau’ verses in them? Illustrate your answer.

Yes, the ten shabads under the title of ‘Shabad Hazare’. For the table refer to
page 40
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Paper 5

1. Which type of Mangals have been used in the Dasam Granth? How do they
compare with the mangals used in Guru Granth Sahib.

2. Chandi Charitar I, Chandi Charitar II and Var Bhagauti have the same stories,
what then makes them three different compositions.

3. The devotional part of Dasam Granth is only a marginal percentage of the total
compositions. Comment

4. What is the theme of the composition titled ‘Gyan Parbodh’ ? What omissions
and commissions are concemed with this composition in relation to the hymns
included in there?

5. Is there enough documentary proofto suggest that the compositions included in the
Dasam Granth were approved by Mata Sundri?
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Paper 5 suggested answers

1. Which type of Mangals have been used in the Dasam Granth? How do they
compare with the mangals used in Guru Granth Sahib.

In Guru Granth Sahib five different types of managls have been used, they are

96" (only once in Sahaskriti Sloaks M:1)

%€ A3 3H IT YATE (only twice, Sri raga, raga
Bihagra)
HIZ &Y &F37 YTy AT YT (nine times: 7
times in raga Gauri, once in raga Maj and

once

in raga Bilawal
£ € A3 I yAfe (519 times through out in the

Granth)
2. € RIF 3% FI3T YIY 5956 [5aET
WEE YT WgdT AT aIT YATE I (33 times: 26

times at the start of a new raga and seven other
places)

& TN 0

In the Dasam Granth the mangals used are

96 A3 gT yrre
e yrfe

. Fl efoag 71 al esT
A/t wrars yay 391 AIE
7t swgst M AorE

n o™

&

2. Chandi Charitar I, Chandi Charitar II and Var Bhagauti have the same stories,
what then makes them three different compositions.

The style of writings, the metres used and the description of events

3. The devotional part of Dasam Granth is only a marginal percentage of the total
compositions. Comment

The statement is correct, the devotional part makes only about 3% of the total
compositions (Jap Sahib 1.1 %, Akal Ustat 1.5 % and others .4%). Largest
composition which covers about 41% of the Granth is Charito Pakhyan (Tales of
women’s wiles) and translation of the Hindu Avtara cover about 40%)
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4. What is the theme of the composition titled ‘Gyan Parbodh’ ? What omissions
and commissions are concerned with this composition in relation to the hymns
included in there?

The theme of the composition is the Philosophy of religions. A major part of the
second part of the composition is incomplete.

5. Is there enough documentary proofto suggest that the compositions included in the
Dasam Granth were approved by Mata Sundri?

No, there is no such proof. The only evidence normally produced
is a letter of Bhai Mani Singh, supposed to have been written to
Mata Sundri. The criticism of this point it:

a. There is not enough evidence to prove that the letter was original.

b. Even if the letter was original, there is no reply of Mata Sundri of
this letter.
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Test Paper 6

1. What is the subject matter of the book (chapter) Bachitar Natak? Discuss

2. In one of his hymns Guru Gobind Singh refers himself to be God’s son (verse 29 )
while in another hymn he calls himself to be his servant (verse 33). Explain what
do you understand by these two significantly different statements.

3. Charitra Pakhyan is one of the most controvertial composition included in the
Dasam Granth. Comment giving your own point of view.
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Test Paper 6 suggested answers

1. What is the subject matter of the book (chapter) Bachitar Natak? Discuss

1t is the autobiography of Guru Gobind Singh and covers some events of the
first 32 years of the Guru’s life. It has 14 chapters and contains 471 hymns.
It was composed in Anandpur and covers about 2.6% of the total compositions
in the Granth.

2. In one of his hymns Guru Gobind Singh refers himselfto be God’s son (verse 29 )
while in another hymn he calls himself to be his servant (verse 33). Explain what
do you understand by these two significantly different statements.

Both statements mean more or less same thing. Readers must not confuse
Guru Gobind Singh’s saying with those of Jesus Christ. In Sikh thought the
devotee must develop a relationship with Waheguru to realise Him. Here
Guru Gobind Singh is mentioning two of those relationships. Refer also to
shabad of Guru Arjan, ‘tu mera pita tu hain mera mata....... ’

3. Charitra Pakhyan is one of the most controvertial composition included in the
Dasam Granth. Comment giving your own point of view.

In my personal view, this composition is certainly not penned by Guru Gobind
Singh. In fact this composition should not be a part of any religious scripture.
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Test Paper 7

1. The author of Dasam Granth has counted 24 incarnations of Vishnu whereas
according to tradition there are only ten incarnations of Vishnu. Discuss.

2. Name the three compositions of Chaubis Avtar which make bulk of this
composition.

3. Describe briefly the story of Jallandar Avtar.

4. Explain in your own words, the inclusion of Mahatma Budh as an incamation of
Vishnu.




Test Paper 7 suggested answers

1. The author of Dasam Granth has counted 24 incamations of Vishnu whereas
according to tradition there are only ten incarnations of Vishnu. Discuss.

This is a fact that the Hindu scriptures and the Hindu traditions count only ten
incarnations of Vishnu. Dasam Granth, however, lists 24 incarnations of
Vishnu, 7 incarnations of Brahma and 2 incarnations of Shiv.

2. Name the three compositions of Chaubis Avtar which make bulk of this
composition.

There are 4371 verses in all compositions of Chaubis Avtar, of which the
three major compositions are:

a. Krishan Avtar — 2494 verses
b. Ram Avtar — 864 verses, and
c. Kalki Avtar — 588 verses.

3. Describe briefly the story of Jallandar Avtar.

Jallandar is the name of a demon. He had a boon that he would not die until
his wife remained faithful. Vishnu disguised as Jallandar and seduced her
thus rupturing her faithfulness. For full story refer to page 68

4. Explain in your own words, the inclusion of Mahatma Budh as an incamation of
Vishnu.

It is really surprising to note that Budha has been included as an incarnation
of Vishnu. Budha did not believe in the Hindu scriptures. He introduced his
own scripture and his own philosophy which is different frm the Hindu
thought.
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PAPER 8

1. How is the subject matter of Brahma Avtar differs from Vishnu Avtar?

2. Describe briefly the stories of kings as narrated in Vyas Avtar.

3. Explain (Meaning and brief description) briefly the following:

a. Vedas

b. Vedanta

c. Upnashids
d. Puranas

e. Epics
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PAPER 8 suggested answers
1. How is the subject matter of Brahma Avtar differs from Vishnu Avtar?

The avtars of Vishnu were all fighters, they had descended into this world to
destroy evil. The avtars of Brahma were scholars who gave to the world many
scriptures and laws.

2. Describe briefly the stories of kings as narrated in Vyas Avtar.
There are nine stories of various kings narrated by Vyas. They include stories
of King Man, Prithu, Bharath, Jujat, Ben, Mandata, Dilip, Raghuraj and Aj.
For detail of these stories refer to page 74.

3. Explain (Meaning and brief description) briefly the following:

a. Vedas — The most important Hindu scriptures. They are four in number:
Rig Ved, Yagur Ved, Sam Ved and Athur Ved.

b. Vedanta — One of the six scriptures of Hindu philosophy (The other five
are: Niya, Vashisk, Sankh, Yog and Purav mimansa)

¢. Upnashids — These books contain a commentary on major concepts
mentioned in Vedas. There are 150 books of Upnashids.

d. Puranas — These are the books of stories. There are 18 major Purans
and 18 sub-Puranas. All Puranas have about 400,000 sloaks.

e. Epics — These books include the stories of Ramayan and Mahabharat.
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PAPER 9 (Rudra Avtar)
1.

Most of the stories in the Dasam Granth are from Puranas, except Rudra Avtar.
Discuss.

2.
What lesson do we learn to study the life, specially the variety of gurus he adopted,
of the Dattatreya Avtar.

3

Critically examine the characteristics of Abibek and Bibek as narrated by rishi
Machhinder Nath to Paras Nath Avtar
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PAPER 9 (Rudra Avtar) suggested answers

1.
Most of the stories in the Dasam Granth are from Puranas, except Rudra Avtar.
Discuss.

This a fact that the stories included in Rudar Avtar are not a part of 36 Puranas.
The source of these stories in not known.

2.
What lesson do we leam to study the life, specially the variety of gurus he adopted,
of the Dattatreya Avtar.

The Gurus which Dattatreya adopted had one thing common in them and that was
the devotion of work. All were honest and loyal to their work.

3.
Critically examine the characteristics of Abibek and Bibek as narrated by rishi
Machhinder Nath to Paras Nath Avtar

Abibek and Bibek illustrate the continuous war between good and evil. The under
current of the narration is that this war has been going on since the start of the time
and will go on until the end of the time i.e., the doomsday. The victory of good over
evil rests on the soldier sent to combat the evil. If the choice of the soldier is correct
thean the good will win otherwise it will face the defeat. The making of the correct
choice is not only difficult but sometimes it is impossible.
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TEST PAPER 10

1. The subject matter of the 33 Swayas is the praises Waheguru, rejection of
unnecessary rituals and the deceptive mission of the fake yogis. Discuss

2. Some authors count Swayas as 32, which swaya is not counted and why?

3. What is the text of Swaya titled ‘Khalsa Mehma’? Which hymns of this swaya ar¢
popularly recited by the readers.
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TEST PAPER 10 ( 33 Swayas & Swaya Khalsa Mehma) suggested
answers

1. The subject matter of the 33 Swayas is the praises Waheguru, rejection of
unnecessary rituals and the deceptive mission of the fake yogis. Discuss

The count of Swayas is 33. The first swaya explains the form and
characteristics of a true Khalsa. It lays down the code of conduct of the Khalsa:

a. Khalsa must worship only one formless Waheguru,

b. Khalsa must not worship tomb and graves,

c. Khalsa must not indulge in rituals and Karam kands,

d. Khalsa should find Waheguru in his/her innerself with meditation and
love.

The main theme of other Swayas can be summed up as follows:

a. The Waheguru is much higher than has been described in religious
scriptures.
b. People must be aware of fake and bogus yogis.
c. People must also be careful about corrupt Masands
c. Waheguru has always helped his devotees.
d. All relations, except the relationship with Waheguru, are temporry
and end with death of the mortal body.

2. Some authors count Swayas as 32, which swaya is not counted and why?

Many scholars are of the opinion that the first Swaya does not belong to this
group of Swayas and thus do not include it in this cluster of swayas. Its text is
different from the other Swayas.

3. What is the text of Swaya titled ‘Khalsa Mehma’? Which hymns of this swaya are
popularly recited by the readers.

This composition has four chhants. It is believed that this Swaya was composed
At the end of the ‘Naina Devi yagna’. Here, when Guru Gobind Singh sent
Gifts and donations to his Sikhs preferring them over the Hindu priest Keso
Dutt. This composition highlights the praises of Sikhs by their Master.

Hymn number 2 reads, “....... With their (Khalsa) help my foes have been

eliminated. With their support I am the Guru, otherwise there are thousands
like me...... »
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TEST PAPER 11 (SHASTRA NAM MALA)

1. What is the meaning of the word ‘Shastra Nam Mala’? How many weapons have?
Been mentioned in this composition?

2. What is the place of a composition like this in a religious scripture?

3. Analyse verses of this composition according to the categories of weapons
Listed therein.
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TEST PAPER 11 (SHASTRA NAM MALA) suggested answers

1. What is the meaning of the word ‘Shastra Nam Mala’? How many weapons have?
Been mentioned in this composition?

Shastra Nam Mala means a list of names of weapons. The composition has
1318 chhants and is divided into five chapters. There is a mention of 30
weapons in the first chapter, five weapons (discuss, sword, spear etc) in the
second chapter, one weapon (bow and arrow and its various kinds) in the third
chapter, one weapon (pas and its various names) in the fourth chapter, and one
weapon (gun and its various names) in the fifth chapter.

2. What is the place of a composition like this in a religious scripture?

Dasam Granth is a not a religious scripture. It is a book of various colours.
Only 2-3% of its verses have religious text. Other verses include subjects of
Philosophy, stories of wiles, letters, translation of Hindus scriptures. Thus
There is a place of a chapter of weapons and their usefulness in this book

3. Analyse verses of this composition according to the categories of weapons
Listed therein.

Refer to answer in question 1.
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TEST PAPER 12 (ZAFARNAMA)

1. What was the purpose of writing this letter to Aurangzeb when he was the cause
Of maximum bloodshed of the Sikhs?

2. Name the couriers who took Zafarnama to Aurangzeb. Was a written reply

sent by Aurangzeb?

3. Where and when Guru Gobind Singh met Aurangzeb (if at all he met him)?
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TEST PAPER 12 (ZAFARNAMA) suggested answers

1. What was the purpose of writing this letter to Aurangzeb when he was the cause
of maximum bloodshed of the Sikhs?

When persecution exceeds all limits then it too comes to an end. Aurangzeb
was, indeed a merciless killer. He had imprisoned his father and killed his

brothers to usurp power. He had executed Guru Tegh Bahadur and countless
Sikhs and Hindus.

However, nearer his end he wanted to repent and was begging forgiveness from
Allah. He had sent emissaries to Guru Gobind Singh to come and see him.
Guru Gobind Singh’s letter was a reply to Aurangzeb for his invitation. The
tone and text of the letter aptly titles is ‘Epistle of Victory’.

2. Name the couriers who took Zafarnama to Aurangzeb. Was a written reply
sent by Aurangzeb?

Bhai Daya.Singh and Bhai Dharam Singh personally delivered the letter to

Aurangzeb in Deccan. Yes, Aurangzeb and sent a reply, requesting Guru
Gobind Singh to meet him. Unfortunately Aurangzeb died before he could see
the Guru

3. Where and when Guru Gobind Singh met Aurangzeb (if at all he met him)?

No, the Guru did not meet Auranzeb. Though the Guru had left Punjab to meet
Aurangzeb who coming back from Deccan, but he (the Guru) learnt about the
death of the Emperor when he had reached Agra, so he came back to Punjab.
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TEST PAPER 13 (HIKAYATS)
1. What is the meaning of the word ‘Hikayats’? How many ‘Hikayats’ and in which
Language have they been recorded

2. Many scholars believe that ‘Hikayats’ were a part of Zafarnama and were sent to
Aurangzeb along with the Zafarnama. Discuss

3. Explain briefly the text of these ‘Hikayats’.
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- TEST PAPER 13 (HIKAYATS) suggested answers

1. What is the meaning of the word ‘Hikayats’? How many ‘Hikayats’ and in which
Language have they been recorded

Hikayats mean tales. There are eleven tales in the chapter and all are composed
in Persian.

2. Many scholars believe that ‘Hikayats’ were a part of Zafarnama and were sent to
Aurangzeb along with the Zafarnama. Discuss

This contention is absolutely incorrect, for there is nothing common in the two
Compositions.

3. Explain briefly the text of these ‘Hikayats’.

The text of each Hikayat is different from each other. Briefly it can be summed
up as follows:

First and second tales are about the choice of a successor,
Third tale is about a swambar,

Fourth tale is of an unfaithful wife,

Fifth tale is of a rescue attempt,

Sixth tale is of a boy born of illicit relationship,

Seventh and eight tales are of women’s infidelity,

Ninth tale is of two lovers,

Tenth and Eleventh tales are of two dare devil women.

RS ARD &R
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