



















































































































































































(62) The Struggle for Freedom of Religious Worship in Jaito

of Sikhs about Nabha is simple and clear. Abdication is
not voluntary as alleged by Government. Sikhs want
observance of treaty right and fair treatment towards
all Sikh princes. Either convince them of voluntariness
of abdication or justice or right the wrong. Jathas going
to Jaito merely to vindicate right of unrestricted
worship; if granted that trouble is sure to cease. The
exemption of Kirpan or sword religious symbol from
all restrictions under Arms Act is another important
religious demand. In our opinion repression will not
and cannot serve the purpose. On the other hand, it
would widen gulf. Removal of grievances alone will
pacify the community."

Sardars Gulab Singh and Kartar Singh, the elected
members of the Sikh community, sent the following
telegram on 11th March to the Secretary of State
regarding the Sikh situation : -

"As elected Sikh representatives (of the)
Legislative Assembly we beg (to) invite your Lordship's
attention (to the) growing acuteness (of the) Sikh
situation. (The) Shiromani Gurdwara Prabhandhak
Committee Amritsar (which is) elected (on) universal
suffrage, (is) purely religious (and is) recognised by
Governmert as such (has been) unjustly declared
unlawful. Since (the) Akhand Path (contihuous
recitation of Holy Granth Sahib) at Gurdwara Jaitu
(was) interrupted (on the) 14th September, batches
(of) 25 Sikh pilgrims solemnly pledged non-violent
(who have) daily sought (to) reach Gurdwara with (the)
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declared object (of) restarting (and) completing (the)
recitation, (have been) turned back forcibly. 500
pilgrims sought (to) reach Gurdwara Jaito (on) 21st
February under (the) vow and with (the) object
aforesaid. (They) bore no arms, nor attacked police
or troops posted to prevent entry (to the) Gurdwara.
Information supplied (to) your Lordship that (a) band
(of) six thousand opened fire on police and troops (is
totally incorrect) Government statement (in the)
Assembly Debate (of) 26th February (says that) one
villager (was) wounded. As there was no firing by (the)
Jatha or crowd (it) may be (that the) villager (was)
wounded by Government firing. (The) Punjab
Government communique (dated) 3rd March (that)
shots were fired at eight British Officers (is)
groundless. Otherwise Government would not have
omitted mentioning (it) in (its) first communique or
(the) Assetnbly debate (of) 26th February when directly
questioned whether anybody had been injured. Your
Lordship (is) probably aware (that the) Nabha
Administration refused permission (to) two members
(of the) Assembly, two members (of the) Punjab
Council, Professor Gidwani, Dr. Kitchlew, Mr.
Zimand, correspondent of the "NewYork Times" who
went (to) Jaito to witness happenings there. (The)
Home Member objected (to the) motion (of)
adjournment (in the) Assembly (and this) prevented
discussion (about the) Jaito tragedy. According (to)
official statement (in) Assembly fourteen (were) killed
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(and) 34 wounded by Government firing, of whom five
subsequently died. Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee
estimates (the) number (of) casualties so far ascertained
above 300 including 90 deaths. So many deaths
necessitate immediate investigation. Ten days ago 42
members (of the) Assembly jointly sent (a) letter (to
the) Government (of) India urging (the) immediate
appointment (of an) independent Enquiry Committee.
(The) members (of) Punjab Council moved similar
adjournment. (The) motion (being) disallowed forty
members met outside the Council (and) adopted (a)
resolution urging immediate Enquiry Committee,
commanding public confidence. (But the) Government
(has) appointed no (such) committee. (The) public
(is) deeply pained (and) disappointed. Batches (of) 25
pilgrims daily proceeding (to) Gurdwara Jaito (are)
forcibly removed 300 miles away (and) subjected (to)
hardships. (The) second Jatha (of) 500 vowed (to
remain) non-violent left Amritsar (on) 28th February
(and is) reaching Jaito (on the) 14th March (to) restart
and complete (the) interrupted recitation. (We)
earnestly request your Lordship (to) direct (the)
Government (of) India (to) remove all restrictions and
permit (the) Sikhs (to) visit (the) Gurdwara for
religious purposes. (We) also request (the) immediate
appointment (of an) Enquiry Committee, commanding
public confidence. Delay (is) deepening dissatisfaction
amongst all Indian communities, alienating (the) Sikhs
(from) the Government."
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It will be seen that far from appointing such an
Enquiry Committee the authorities have been specially
careful to keep the facts about the incident shrouded
in darkness. In his reply to the letter of some
M. L. A.s asking permission to be allowed to go to
Jaito on the 14th March, the day of the arrival of the
second Shahidi Jatha the Home Member wrote to say:—
"There will be no objection to your going to Jaito and
staying there until the Jatha arrives and for such period
afterwards as the Administrator may determine. It is
not unlikely that if there is no trouble on the 14th, he
will ask you to leave on the morning of the next day."
On what basis their presence at Jaito was undesirable
is quite obvious. On March 20, on the adjournment
of the House of Commons Mr. Lansbury drew the
attention of the house to thejaito disturbances and
expressed surprise how no one on the official side was
injured. In reply Mr. Richards under-Secretary of State
tried to paint the whole struggle as a quarrel between
two different sects of the community avoiding any
direct reference to the incident in the short interval at
his disposal. Had he known that the Nirmalas and the
Udasis have marched with the Jathas as members and
that the Namdhari Durbar and the Chief Khalsa Diwan
have passed resolutions strongly condemning the
Government action, sympathising with the martyrs and
insisting on the free worship in Gurdwaras as the birth-
right of the Sikhs, he would not have characterised the
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struggle at Jaito as a quarrel between two different
sects. Questions relating to the tragedy have been
disallowed in the Legislatures. Even booklets and
posters published by the S. G. P. C. and Shiromani Akali
Dal giving true facts are proscribed. The publication
of the communiques of these two bodies in the press
has been prohibited and the use of the postal and

telegraph services have been denied to them.
VIII

HOPELESS DISREGARD OF PUBLIC
OPINION

Not only in the matter of appointing an
independent enquiry commission but throughout the
affair one can discern a hopeless disregard of the public
opinion on the part of the Government. The situation
had been clearly explained to the authorities both at
White Hall and Delhi well before the occurrence of
the tragedy. If a proper notice had been taken and due
consideration paid, the loss of so many precious lives
could have been safely averted.

A distinguished gentleman from Amritsar cabled
to the Premier of England a full week before the
tragedy, tracing the progress of the Akali movement
for the last three years and pointing out that the object
of the pilgrims going to Jaito in restarting the Akhand
Path was purely religious and inviting the intervention

of the Imperial Government to avert further troubles.
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He had expressly mentioned that the Shahidi Jatha of
500 Sikhs pledged to complete non-violence and
determined to restart the Akhand Path would reach
Jaito on February 21st.

Again, a few Sikh members of the Punjab
Legislative Council and the Legislative Assembly sent
telegrams to the Viceroy saying that Akhand Path is a
religious function, that Sikhs were determined to
perform the pious duty at Jaito and that interference
in the religious duty would create critical situation and
explaining that no arbitrary limit can be put for
attendance at a religious ceremony and hoping that the
Government will issue orders before 21st February to

avert further frictions.

S. Jodh Singh, M. L. C. gave notice of the
following resolution to be moved in the Punjab
Legislative Council:—

This Council recommends to the Governor-in-
Council that he be pleased to take immediate steps to
remove the present tension between the Sikhs and the
Government by removing the real grievances of the
Sikh community in the matter of Gurdwara Reform
and with a view to achieve that object to withdraw the
notification declaring the S. G. P. C. and Shiromani
Akali Dal as unlawful associations, to release all
prisoners, under trial or convicted as a result of the
above notifications or for any other acts done in
furtherance of the Gurdwara Reform Movement and
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to take the earliest possible opportunity to pass a
Gurdwara Bill, acceptable to the Sikh community."

But the resolution'was disallowed as being within
the restrictions of sub-rule (1) of Rule 23 (Art. 104).
S. Jodh Singh in reply wrote to say that "the said rule
prohibits the moving of a resolution which contains
any matter affecting the relations of His Majesty's
Government of India, or of the Governor, or the
Governor-in-Council with any foreign State. I have
not been able to trace any words in my resolution which
show that I wanted to discuss such relations in any way.
As for speeches in support of that resolution, the
president has every right to call to order any member
who transgresses the rules of procedure."

But all such attempts proved futile.

IX

HOW THE FIRST SHAHIDI JATHA FARED
AFTER THE OCCURENCE OF FEB. 21

It would be remembered that those from among
the Jatha who survived the shooting and some from
amongst the Sangat, numbering more than 700 in all,
had been arrested. They were imprisoned in an
enclosure hardly sufficient to accommodate even
one-third the number. They were kept without any
shelter during day and night and very often without
any food, and without any clothing for the night. Some
were severely beaten and intimidated to sign statements
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in accordance with the version of the authorities. After
about a month the prisoners were removed to the Fort
at Bawal by a train which nearly ran through all the
stations over a line of 300 miles. They were keptin a
portion of the fort which had been used in the past as
a stable, the building being in the most insanitary and
wretched condition, full of mosquitoes, etc. One of
the tottering roofs fell down but fortunately none was
underneath at the time. The food was supplied only
once a day. It was merely half-cooked by men
summoned on begar, and as a result forty of the
prisoners fell ill. No pots for water were supplied to
them till lately. They have been detained for about
two months without any case being started or any
charge having been proved against them. Now, the
authorities have begun to let them off occasionally in
small batches who according to their pledge again seek
to reach Gurdwara Gangsar and restart the Akhand
Path. They are arrested and let off at different stations
on the way to Bawal. On April 17, 60 of such prisoners
reached Jaito and were beaten so severely that three of
them died and more than a dozen received serious
injuries.

The treatment meted out to Dr. Kitchlew was
most humiliating and unjustifiable. He had to go for
some time after his arrest without any food. He was
hand-cuffed and had to walk up to the railway station
while being removed to Nabha. He was given no
clothes to change. The food offered to him at Nabha
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was most dirty and was presented in the most
objectionable manner. He had to refuse and do without
food for one day after which he was told that he could
have his own food. No arrangements were made for
his baths and the latrine was unspeakable dirty. He
was locked in a solitary cell. His wife could only see
him after a great deal of botheration. After about a
month he was released. No prohibitory orders having
been served upon him on his entry in the Nabha
territory, his detention for over a month was
unjustifiable.

Similar treatment was meted out to Principal
Gidwani who is still in the Nabha lock-up. On what
charge, the Nabha authorities have not enlightened the
public.

X

SECOND SHAHIDI JATHA

The second Shahidi Jatha started for Jaito on 28th
February 1924. Over forty thousand people assembled
to bid farewell to the Jatha. The river of Sikh religious
sentiment was in floods and Sikhs from all classes and
professions displayed an eager rivalry for enlistment
in the "Second Shahidi Jatha". A Sikh from a
neighbouring village had tried hard to join the first
Shahidi Jatha but was prevented by some house-hold
work. On the occasion of the organisation of the
second Jatha his wife tried to detain him. He sent his
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family to his father-in-law and set fire to his house in
order to put an end to all worries connected with his
house and marched to Jaito with a light heart. Another
country Sikh complained, "I have been collecting wheat
and fuel for the service of the Guru's kitchen for years;
[ have done my share in the Kar Sewa; but they have
not allowed me to join the Jatha and have wrongly
deprived me of this rare opportunity of offering my
head in the service of my religion. They send their
friends. The Sikhs have also begun to show partiality
for their friends and favourites." An old Sikh said, "Do
you reject me on account of my old age? I am stronger
than many of your so-called youths. [ can run for five
miles and carry a load of two maunds. I have been in
jail and have never got out by offering apology to the
Sircar. 1 have never disgraced the good name of my
community. Let me go and win the crown of
martyrdom. I have lived long enough." Some Sikhs,
before leaving for Jaito, wrote out their wills
bequeathing all their property to the Shiromani
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee. Two young Sikh
brothers quarrelled as to who should go to Jaito and
drew lots. The winner jumped with joy and the loser
shed tears. When the wife of another Sikh reminded
him of the dangerous condition for Amritsar to join
the second Shahidi Jatha, he said, "There is enough of
fuel in store to burn them." Many Sikh mothers, wives

and sisters garlanded their sons, husbands and brothers
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and gave them a loving send off to Jaito. A mother
whose first son had fallen a martyr with the first Shahidi
Jatha, advised her second son while garlanding him on
this occasion, in brave words that pierced the hearts
of the congregation. "Dear son" said she, "fight the
battle of your Panth and bless your mother with thy
heroic sacrifice." According to the A. P. 1. "considerable
excitement and enthusiasm were evinced by huge
crowds of Sikhs both ladies and gentlemen assembled
before Akal Takht Sahib this afternoon to watch the
departure of the second Shahidi Jatha or the "martyrs
band" like the first." "In view of the fact that the
previous Jatha had been fired upon the gathering within
the precincts of the Darbar Sahib was overwhelming
and beyond all calculations. The Jathedar of Akal Takht
Sahib advised the Jatha "to remain perfectly non-violent
and to face bullets and all sorts of severities." "There
were about a dozen Nirmala Sadhus accompanying the
Jatha with a batch prepared for medical assistance.
Large crowds had flocked throughout the route
greeting the Jatha with ovation and at different places
it was entertained with sweets and other
refreshments." "Strange mis-givings are being aroused
as to the fate of this Jatha, but it is understood that the
S. G. P. C. is taking special precautions to ward off
crowds from joining the Jatha upto its destination."”
"The following statement has been issued :— "The

second Shahidi Jatha which will leave Akal Takht Sahib
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tomorrow, the 28th February, to resume Akhand Path
at Jaito, is deeply pained at the loss of life and the
injuries sustained by the Sangat (congregation) which
accompanied the first Shahidi Jatha on the 21st
February out of love and reverence. As the basic idea
of these Shahidi (martyr) Jathas is to confine all
sufferings only to themselves, therefore they earnestly
wish that the Sangat should not suffer on their account.
On the request of the Jatha the Jathedar of Akal Takht
Sahib has decided to enjoin on all Sikhs the duty of
refraining from accompanying the Jatha on its march.
All people of villages by which the Jatha passes should
content themselves by bidding farewell to the Jatha just
outside their villages and should not march on with
the Jatha so that it may reach its destination attended
by nobody except doctors, press reporters and such
other few indispensable helpers. Cause is so sacred
that the Sikhs should learn to control even the
legitimate apprehensions of their heart that the Nabha
authorities may not invent any story about their going
with the Jatha and according to the correspondent of
the "C. and M. Gazette".The Jatha was successful in
persuading any followers from following it across the
Nabha border.™

All along its route to Jaito the Jatha was accorded
hearty receptions at every halting station and served
by the public to the best of their means in a manner

which, in enthusiasm and devotion, far exceeded the
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reception accorded to the First Shahidi Jatha.

"On March 14, Pandit M.M. Malaviya, Sardars
Gulab Singh, Kartar Singh, Mr. D.P. Sinha, M.L.A.s
and Messrs Rangaswami Iyengar, Vedmurti and K. S.
Bhatt, Members of the Council of State arrived from
Delhi at 7.30 a.m. Three Punjab Councillors nominated
by the Punjab Government had reached by the previous
day.

"Immediately on arrival the M.L.A.s along with
the Punjab M.L.C.s already here, i.e., Messrs. Jawahar
Singh, Magbool Mahmud and Duli Chand, had a long
conversation with the Administrator lasting till about
11 o'clock. During this time Pandit Malaviya and party
also visited the Gurdwara Gangsar and agreed that the
hall of the Gurdwara could accommodate 400 people
and the courtyard, into which the doors of the hall
opened, was spacious enough to accommodate 1,000
people. Pandit Malaviya and party were of the opinion,
of which they apprised the Administrator, that at one
time only one Akhand Path could take place with due
propriety but that if it was desired to hold simultaneous
Paths, 3 could be held without impropriety. In this way
it would take 10 months if one Path were performed
after the other while 3 at a time would occupy about
3% months for 101 Akhand Paths which the Shahidi
Jatha were pledged to complete. The Administrator said
that the duty he owed to the subjects of the State made
it impossible for him to allow an invasion of the State
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territory by outside people for a period of ten months
or even for that of 3 months. He said the only basis on
which a compromise could be considered or
negotiations opened was a precedent guarantee from
the S.G.P.C. that the Akhand Paths would be finished
in a very short definite period, say, seven days. Mr.
Johnston proposed for this purpose the holding of 101,
or at least 50 Paths simultaneously. As a result of the
discussion he was willing to admit the Jatha into the
Gurdwara but only on the condition that Pandit
Malaviya should give the required guarantee on behalf
of the S.G.P.C. This Pandit ji was not in a position to
do. Pandit ji emphasised, on the other hand, that the
only possible basis of solution could be the
unconditional admission of the Jatha into the
Gurdwara, since they were pledged to start the Akhand
Path, and then to carry on negotiations with S.G.P.C.
He hoped that in a view of the establishment of the
principle of religious liberty by the unconditional
admission of the Jatha the S.G.P.C. would be persuaded
to instruct the Jatha so as to finish the 101 Paths within
a short time, although Pandit ji was not prepared to
admit that any time limit can be legitimately placed on
a fellow's worship, which he is entitled to carry on
uninterruptedly even for the whole of his life. Mr.

Johnston's main objection, however, was time.

As it was already about 11 o'clock and Pandit ji
and party desired to meet the Jatha on the way to
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ascertain their view they left in two motor cars towards
Bargari where the Jatha were reported to be halting.
MILITARY MANOEUVRES.

The fields on both sides of the Kachcha path
presented the sight of a veritable field of battle with
the obsevation posts, the flash signal stations, small
squadrons of troops lying behind copses and bushes,
cavalry people riding restlessly hither and thither across
the cultivated fields, and couriers coursing along the
path with "important" messages about the movements
of the Jatha. And all this enormous military display,
beside very much more which I will presently describe,
to meet a Jatha of 500, admittedly non-violent people
who had, as the latest official information itself went,

no Sangat with them!

MEETING THE JATHA

Pandit Malaviya and party met the Jatha, which
was preceded all along by about 100 fully equipped
mounted troops and about 80 infantry men. It was
really a soul stirring sight to see 500 faces beaming
with the happiness of expected martyrdom. They were
all unarmed, except for the Kirpans, and there was
not one spectator accompanying them, except, of
course, for two press reporters and their red-cross
brigade. Pandit Malaviya and Sirdars Kartar Singh and
Gulab Singh talked to some of the Jatha and were told
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that they were pledged to begin the Akhand Path
to-day and had no desire to hold simultaneous Akhand

Paths. They were, however, always prepared to obey
the order of Akal Takht Sahib.

Pandit Ji and party came back and again discussed
the situation with Mr. Johnston, who was not prepared
to enter into any negotiations unless the requisite
guarantee were forthcoming, for which there was
absolutely no time left.

Thereupon all the gentlemen, who had come up
from Delhi and who were present behind the Gurdwara
Tibbi Sahib where the discussion was taking place,
wrote out a letter to the Administrator embodying
their view of the situation. They requested S. Jawahar
Singh and Ch. Duli Chand, Punjab M. L. C.s present
there, to sign it. These gentlemen, however, refused
to do so. When the letter was presented to the
Administrator he said he was not prepared to take it at
that time.

JATHA SIGHTED IN JAITU

An hour or so later the Jatha was sighted and the
danda police military men, and the cavalry were
stationed at the bifurcation of the roads to meet it.
The Jatha arrived at 3.10 p.m. On Mr. Johnston calling
a halt they halted and were immediately surrounded
on all sides by the police. Mr. Johnston then spoke to
some of the Jatha men and offered to allow them all to
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start the Akhand Path in Gurdwara Gangsar provided
they promised to come out of the Gurdwara after the
first Path had finished and await the result of the
negotiations with Akal Takht Sahib (which he was told
by the Jatha men was the proper authority and not the
S.G.P.C.) This the Jatha men resolutely refused to
agree to. For them to leave the Gurdwara without
completing 101 Paths was as sacrilegious as to break
the continuity of one Akhand Path. They also definitely
refused to bide them voluntarily, till some settlement
was arrived at. They said they had taken a vow to
commence the Path to-day or die in the attempt. They
were prepared for bullets, beating and, in fact,
anything,

All this parleying took about two hours after
which time, the Jatha having resolutely refused to
accept any compromise which would take away from
their oath, were placed under arrest and were led
without, happily, the use of any force, to a pen inside
the Fort. They also insisted on taking the Sowara Sahib
with them and were permitted to do so. A Shamiana
and aTakht were provided for Guru Granth Sahib inside
the pen.

Pt. Malaviya, as all others, were all the time
present on every occasion. Previous to the arrival of
the Jatha Pandit Malaviya remonstrated with Mr.
Johnston that, since the Jatha was coming unarmed and
there was no Sangat with it, no use of force could be
justified.
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Immediately on the arrival of the Jatha the two
press reporters that were accompanying it were placed
under arrest. One of them is representative of the
Bande-matram, Lahore. They will be sent away to their
places to-morrow morning" —(Special Representative
of the "Tribune")

Inspite of all this the authorities have issued the

following misleading communique from Jaito—"The
second Shahidi Jatha arrived unaccompanied and was
met and interviewed by the Administrator. Under
advice of the members of the Assemblyand Legislative
Council and Sikh Sardars it consented to peaceful
arrests pending negotiations between the Members and
the S. G. P. C. regarding the Akhand Path subject to
reasonable conditions laid down by the Administrator."

Even the A. P. 1. message given below materially
contradicts the official communique on the point of
the conditional surrender.

"JAITO, March 14.

Pandit Malaviya and party met the Jatha a mile
and a half before it entered Jaito and asked the Jatha
leaders whether they would wait for orders from the
Gurdwara Committee. The Jatha declined on the
ground that they had taken an oath to read Akhand Path
to-day. The Jatha arrived at 3 p.m. and Mr. Wilson
Johnston spent over an hour in discussing the terms of
compromise which the Jatha refused. Eventually the

Jatha was allowed to proceed a hundred yards near the
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Gurdwara where they offered themselves for arrest.
They were arrested without any hitch. The situation
is quiet."

On the point of the conditional surrender and the
allegaton made by the Administrator against the Akalis
that the inhabitants of Jaito ran the risk of being
mal-treated at the hands of the Akalis and therefore he
could not allow the Jatha to go to the Gurdwara
without restrictions, the special representative of the

"Tribune" has to say the following i

"Having narrated in my previous despatch how
the second Shahidi Jatha was received on its arrival at
Jaito on the 14th March, I propose to say something
regarding a few incidents which deserve particular
mention. Before I do so, however, I hasten to
controvert a possible nay, a very likely, interpretation
to which the official communique about the arrest of
the second Shahidi Jatha is liable. It is said in the
Communique that the Jatha "consented to be arrested
pending negotiations,"” etc. This is quite open to the
interpretation that the motive of the Jatha men in
agreeing. to a peaceful arrest was to bide time till some
settlement had been arrived at between the
Administrator and the S. G. P. C. Far from this, the
Jatha, resolutely refused to postpone the
commencement of the Akhand Path for this, or, in fact,
any other consideration. They made it repeatedly clear
that they had sworn to commence the Path on the 14th
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and only physical impossibility could prevent them
from doing so and not any hope or promise of the
opening up of negotiations. They could have anything
to do with such negotiations they said only by way of
offering obedience to the orders of Akal Takht Sahib
that might be received as a result of these negotiations.
As a matter of fact, immediately after the arrest of
the Jatha, I had occasion to make it clear personally to
Mr. Wilson Johnston that the attitude of the Jatha
did not admit of any such interpretation as
the official communique, issued later, is open to, and
Mr. Johnston readily agreed.

RUINATION OF CROPS.

Now I come to some incidents, which though
apparently not very relevant, form yet the main ground
on which the Administrator bases his refusal to permit

the Akalis to go unconditionally into the Gurdwara.

(1) His main ground, as I indicated in my previous
despatch is that the people of Jaitu Pargana have
suffered for the last seven months from the "onslaught”
of these Akalis from outside in that their crops have
been ruined. How, as a matter of fact, the crops
sometimes suffer will be clear from the following
incident which took place on the 14th on the Jatha's
march. About 100 mounted troops and 80 infantry
men marched in front of the Jatha, as the reader is by
now aware. Over 4 miles from Jaitu, while coming
from Bargari on the direct path the Jatha deviated to
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another longer path after the troops had passed the
turning. When these found themselves thus outwitted
the horse and the infantry men turned back and passed
through the standing crops along the narrow kacha path
where the Jatha were journeying. A similar incident
happened a second time the same day much nearer
Jaitu, when not only the troops moving in front of the
Jatha had to cross through cultivated fields but also the
police and the cavalry that were waiting to receive the
Jatha near GurdwaraTibbi Sahib. From these incidents
of the 14th it would seem that it is the movements of
troops that is responsible for the ruination, if there is
any of the crops and not the movements of the Jatha
people who were found to be journeying by a regular

path.

(2) Another ground is that the residents of Jaitu
have an enormous fear of loot and mischief on behalf
of the Akalis and have, on account of that fear, sent
away their women and cash and jewellery. On
investigation, however, I found that, unfortunately,
the Administrator was misinformed either by some of
his overzealous subordinates or by some residents of
the town for motives of their own. As a matter of fact
two allegations of misconduct on the part of men of
the military stationed there were actually made to me.

It is also significant in this connection that several
women of the villages, which lie on the way from
Bargari to Jaitu, turned out to see the Jatha passing by
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and also there were many women sitting on the tops
of houses around the Fort in Jaitu to witness the arrival
of the Shahids.

Doubtless, however, there is a deal of annoyance
at the continued incursions of the Akalis into Jaito, but
that in an indirect way, and so far as these incursions
are the cause of the presence of military then in the
town."

Some days after the arrest the Jatha was removed
to Nabha and imprisoned in a Bir there, overgrown
with wild grass and in the most insanitary conditions.
During the removal of the Jatha from Jaito to Nabha a
grave insult was offered to the Sikh feeling by ordering,
in a highly objectionable manner, the removal of
Sri Guru Granth Sahib to the brake van which was
already full of parcels.

X1

THE THIRD SHAHIDI JATHA

The third Shahidi Jatha started from Amritsar on
March 22.

Amidst scenes of extraordinary enthusiasm and
religious devotion, to the third Sikh Shahidi Jatha of
five hundred men started from Akal Takht Sahib,
Amritsar to resume the interrupted Akhand Path at
Jaito. Among those present to see the Jatha start and
to extend cordial good wishes were Lala Lajpat Rai,
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Dr. Kitchlew, Mr. Phookhan of Assam, Dewan Daulat
Rai, C.1.E. of Rawalpindi, Mr. D. Chaman Lal, M.L.A.,
Mr. Deep Narayan Sinh of Patna and Mr. K.M.
Panikkar. The Jatha collected in the Darbar Sahib below
Akal Takht Sahib at about 12 Noon. The whole place
was crowded with pilgrims from all parts of the Punjab.
Overflowing the premises of the shrine the crowd
which was estimated at more than 50,000 had spread
into the streets and open spaces surrounding the Darbar
Sahib. Women and children of all ages had come to see
the martyrs go off and the neck of each volunteer was
heavy with garlands with which his wife, children and
other relations had wished him godspeed. They had
gathered in their thousands and their enthusiasm was
something worth seeing. Though there were old
mothers, young wives and little children who had come
to see their sons, husbands and fathers go, there was
not a face in the whole crowd that was not lit up with
spiritual enthusiasm. One young boy of about seven
was seen going up to garland his father and expressing
with true Spartan heroism the hope that he would be
able to do it after his father.

After the preliminary speeches in which the
situation was carefully explained, the Jathedar of Akal
Takht Sahib read the Hukumnama to the Shahidi Jatha.
In it the Jatha was called upon to go.and resume the
Akhand Path of Guru Granth Sahib at Gangsar shirne
at Jaito. They were asked to observe non-violence in
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thought, word and action and every one of them was
asked to take a solemn vow for that purpose before
the Takht. Amidst resounding shouts of Sat Sri Akal,
the whole Jatha to a man bowed to do this. Then the
Jathedar, who had been in the service of the Sarkar
and gone through many a campaign was asked to come
forward and he was given a kirpan which had been
specially blessed. Then his second and third in
command under-went the same ceremony.

The Procession started from the Darbar Sahib at
about half past two. The enthusiasm among the people
was indescribable. As the Jatha carrying Guru Granth
Sahib in the middle and followed by a crowd of over
10,000 people passed along the narrow lanes of the
city. The whole population demonstrated its strong
sympathy with the Akali cause by crowding all the house
tops and throwing flowers and Attar. When the Jatha
reached the city gates it was past six.

Beside five hundred volunteers, the procession
consists of a separate kitchen, a special ambulance corps
under the charge of a qualified doctor and provisions
for the way. The Jatha will take a circuitous route and
march in slow stages reaching Jaito in two weeks time.
(Akali Sahayak Bureau.)

Mr. Panikkar, Secretary, Akali Sahayak Bureau,
spent a day with the third Shahidi Jatha at Jagraon and
has a lot to say about the reception accorded to the
Jatha and the feelings of the masses towards the
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movement. Here is his account.

"The third Shahidi Jatha which started from
Amritsar on the 22nd March was announced to reach
Jagraon, a smalll town in Ludhiana District, on the 2nd
April. With a view to examining at first-hand the
arrangements made on the way as well as to study the
feeling in the villages about the movement, I went upto
Jagraon without previous notice. Jagroan is hardly a
town. It is an overgrown village with a population of
not more than 15,000 souls. The Sikh population in
the town is not more than10 percent—the rest being
Hindus and Mussalmans. The Jatha was announced to
arrive only by about 6 O' clock in the evening, but
with the view to find out whether the population took
any real interest, I reached Jagraon early at about
12 noon. A quiet walk round the town convinced me
beyond doubt that the approach of the Jatha was being
looked upon with great enthusiasm by all sections of
people. All the streets were already crowded and for
more than two miles along the route it was not possible
to drive in a carriage or cart. The camp where
preparations were being made to hold the diwan was
about two furlongs from the market place. It was well
enclosed for the proper reception and the
accommodation of the Jatha.

I drove out of the town in order to meet the Jatha
in one of the villages before it came near the town. All
along the route and even outside the town there were
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large crowds waiting anxiously for the Jatha to come.
These men and women had been waiting in the hot
sun for hours in order to be the first to welcome the
heroes to their town. We caught the Jatha up at a village
of about five miles from Jagraon. The Sangat or the
crowd that had gathered round the Jatha at that time
was not more than five thousand. But when it began
to march towards the town, the crowd began to swell.
A part of the Jatha walked in front as a protection for
the flags and the Guru Granth Sahib which was carried
in a palanquin and the rest followed behind, the
Ambulance Corps making up the rear. The crowd was
so peaceful that even without much help from the
volunteers it settled down as if according to a definite
plan. There was not the least trace of disorderliness in
the whole affair. I talked to a few members of the Jatha.
They told me that the enthusiasms in the villages
through which they passed was immense and that both
Hindus and Mussalmans of all grades were equally kind
to them. After the local Sangat had treated the Jatha to
milk and sweatmeats the procession towards the town
began. It was about 6 p.m. when they reached to the
camp. A big diwan was held there which was attended
by many thousands of people. The Jatha camped there
for the night.

From what I saw about the Jatha and the
procession, I was convinced that whatever Government
might say the Sikh Community in the rural part is
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behind the Akali movement to a man. It is not a
sectional movement. The enthusiasm for the Jatha
conviced me of that. The respect that the S.G.P.C.
commands from the viilages is unique.The attempt that
is now being made to rally the loyal Sikhs is therefore
foredoomed to failure. Secondly, what struck me was
the fact that Hindus and Mussalmans were very
sympathetic towards the Jatha. It has been said by
Government that the villages on the way were being
harrassed by the Sikhs for provisions and supplies. This
is certainly not true. Inspite of strong propaganda by
officials, voluntary offerings from Sikh gentry pour in
wherever the Jatha halts and in the villages that I went
there was no question of harrassing in any way. It is
said that the authorities have made it known that they
would penalise those who help in the reception of the
Jatha either by offerings of milk and provisions or by
personal service. The names of those who had shown
sympathy are said to have been noted down in order
that when Punitive Police is imposed they may be made
to pay the large share. Inspite of this, Hindus and
Mussalmans have made substantial contributions, and
the Sikhs everywhere have been enthusiastic.

The thing which was prominently-noticeable about
the crowd was the extraordinarily high percentage of
men in Khaddar clothes. The Akali movement has given
a great impetus to Khadi in the Punjab. Every man,
woman and child who accepts the lead of the S.G.P.C.
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has discarded foreign cloth. More than 80% of the huge

crowd which met the Jatha was clothed in homespun.

The crowd was not only orderly and peaceful but
entirely unarmed. Very few carried even walking sticks
and except for crackers, which are unavoidable
accompaniment of every procession in India there was
nothing in the Sangat to give even a faint colouring to
any suggestion of the crowd being menacing. On the
other hand the whole attitude of the Sangat all along
was extremely reverontial. It was a solemn religious
occasion; and not a gay carnival. It has been to me an
ennobling experience to watch Sikh women both old
and young in large numbers singing the Shabads and
attending to the comforts of the Jatha.

What I saw in the villages around Jagraon has
convinced me that the educative value of the Jathas,
both from the Sikh religious point of view and from
the national point of view is great. The present Jatha is
traversing an area which is politically backward and
the meaning of non-violence it carries is reaching
homes and hearts which have so far been uninfluenced
by the current nationalism. The idea that communal
feelings are being disturbed by the demonstrations
which are disliked by Hindus and Musalmans has no
foundation whatever. I found the Hindu population in
the villages sympathetic towards the Jatha and anxious
to serve in whatever way they can.The Jatha moves on

from Jagraon tomorrow and is expected to reach
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Jaito on the 7th instant.”

The following is the account of the arrest of the
third Shahidi Jatha on the 7th April, as given by Sardar
Tara Singh and Mian Fazal Hag M.L.C.'s who were eye-

witnesses:—

"As the III Shahidi Jatha was timed to arrive at
Jaito on the 7th April, "1924, we arranged to be there
by afternoon. On alighting the train at 1 p.m., we
approached the platform gate where the Police
requested us to wait in the adjoining tent. After formal
enquiry the Officer-in charge informed the
Administrator of our arrival through a special Sowar
and waited for his order. An hour or so after a reply
was received instructing that officer to send us directly
to the Administrator. We started towards the mound
and in our journey of about one mile we passed by
several platoons stationed at different positions. The
horsemen were running hither and thither at hot haste
probably carrying news to the officer. All were astir
and looked anxious as the Jatha was nearing its
destination. About 50 country carts were requisitioned
and arranged in a line near the Tibi Sahib. The whole
scene had the appearance of a regular war field. By
this time the Administrator looked in sight and we were
in turn introduced to him. After few questions and
answers we were directed to be taken to Captain Cliff
on the Tibi Sahib where we were met by Sardar Kartar
Singh M.L.A. There, we all had a long informal talk
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with L.Izat Rai of Faridkot when the bell rang and our
attention was drawn to the Jatha approaching nearer.
Soon we saw the whole military moving fast towards
that direction and taking their final position. The long
row of country carts began to trudge in the same way.

We all three together with Captain Cliff hastened
thither and took our stand on a bushy mound some
200 yards off from the Cavalry which was arranged on
both sides of the Faridkot Kacha road. At 4.40 p.m.
the Jatha made its appearance shrouded in clouds of
dust but we could see Nishan Sahibs and hear the
chanting of hymns. At 4-53 p.m. the Jatha was met by
the State authorities who were standing just ahead of
the Cavalry. We could not hear or see what passed
between the Jatha and the authorities for we were not
allowed to go there till 5.10 p.m. by Captain Cliff
under instructions from the Administrator. This much
we could observe that the Jatha was at once surrounded
by the Cavalry and several units of infantry were posted
nearly on all sides. This we may however remark that
some 20 or 40 villagers did in fact reach that place
while we, inspite of protest, were prohibited. We were
getting nervous to go there as we had heard strong
rumours that this Jatha will be badly beaten and packed
into country carts "which we had already seen and
which had reached the spot". A man also told us that
he had himself seen a cart full of Lathis. A Cart carrying
stretchers and a big just presumably of milk was
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standing near our mound. Under these circumstances
we wanted to hurry to that place and see things
personally when a "Sowar" coming running to us gave
a line clear. Quickly we fetched the spot and saw
batches of Akalis handcuffed with rope and carried by
Police moving towards the Fort. The whole Jatha was
busy with "Sat Nam, Sat Nam, Sat Nam Jee, Wahigru,
Wahigru, Wahigru Jee." and looked cheerful. When
some 50 Akalis had thus passed, this process was
discontinued. Small groups of Jatha people were
surrounded by the Military armed with Lathis and
carried towards the Fort. This went on for about 45
minutes when suddenly our eyes fell upon a military
party dragging an Akali whose turban was off and
Keshas hanging. These carriers were kicking his body
with rough iron shod military boots but the Akali was
patiently muttering "Wahiguru". He was photographed
in that condition. We could not discover reason for
this illtreatment. The arrests were finished by 6 p.m.
Only 7 or 8 Akali Sewadars of Guru Granth Sahib were
let behind and they refused to part with their Holy
Scripture. (One of the responsible officers jeered at
the Akalis and tauntingly remarked that they had taken
too much of milk and ghee in the way and had fallen
ill. Sardar Tara Singh replied "probably because they
and their hosts apprehended starvation after
arrest"), We apprehended some illtreatment to these
Sewadars in our absence and left the correspondent of
"Bande Matram" there to watch it and we went along
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with the Administrator to return immediately. On our
way back we were told that the Akali Sewadars were
forcibly removed from Guru Granth Sahib and were
replaced by the State people. Then we all three left for
Ferozepore.

We close our statement with thanks to the
Administrator for affording us facilities to watch the
whole situations personally."

After a few days this Jatha was also removed to
the Nabha Bir. For lack of adequated food arrangements
and on account of insanitary conditions in which they
are kept, two of the third Shahidi jatha recently died.
When some of their companions expressed a desire to
participate in the cremation ceremony, they were very
severely beaten. Asa result some fractures are reported
and several others had their teeth broken.

XIX

THE FOURTH SHAHIDI JATHA

The fourth Shahidi Jatha started from Anandpur
Sahib, the sacred throne of the Tenth Guru, on the
morning of March 27.

"The ceremonies in connection with the departure
of this Jatha were similar to those of the previous ones,
except that it being the centre of Sikh population the
number of spectators was very large.

The Jatha received the usual sermon from Takht
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Keshgarh Sahib which is equally sacred to the Sikhs like
Akal Takht Sahib. Before the Jatha departed Amrit (Sikh
initation) was administered to many Sikhs. This Jatha
will traverse the whole Doaba on foot and is due to
reach Jaito on April 18." (A.P.1.)

In spite of desperate attempts on the part of the
Police to dissuade people by all sorts of means, from
joining the reception of the Shahidi Jatha, the reception
accorded to the Jatha all along its route was simply
grand. The Jatha reached Jaito on April 18. It was
handcuffed by ropes in groups of 6 and removed to
Nabha by a train.

X111
THE FIFTH SHAHIDI JATHA

Ever since it was announced that the fifth Shahidi
Jatha would start from Lyallpur on the 12th April.
Visakhi day, there has prevailed a reign of terror
throughout that district. The authorities have, during
the interval of few days, thrice searched the office of
the two main Gurdwaras in the district and have carried
away all that they could find. They have been going
about in the villages threatening people with the
confiscation of their land, and using all sorts of
intimidations in order to dissuade them from joining
the Jatha, from taking part in any celebrations
connected with the departure of the Jatha and from
contributing any food stuff for the langar
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(sacred kitchen). Some Nambardars have been
suspended and wholesale arrests made in the Ilaga as
is clear from the telegram sent to the press by Sardar
Harchand Singh M.L.C. Besides, strong epidemic of
plague prevails in the district and crops being ripe,
these are the busiest days for the farmers.

In face of all such difficulties the Shahidi Jatha
marched in the usual manner, greeted by a very large
gathering.

In the villages in that district, through which the
Jatha had passed, the Police went so far as to search
the houses of prominent Sikhs and remove any
provisions which they found in excess of the
requirement of the family on the presumption that such
provisions were meant for entertaining the Jatha. All
Such attempts have proved futile and the Sikhs have
not been deterred from joining the Jatha or from
participating in the reception and the service of the
Jatha.

The Jatha is expected at Amritsar on April 26, and

will proceed to Jaito on May 1, reaching there on May
21.

X1V
MORE JATHAS
More Jathas are getting ready and it is expected

that every district will in turn send out Jathas to Jaito
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with the object of restarting the interrupted Akhand
Path. Once more the surging waves of official wrath
are beating furiously against the Sikh religious
sentiment. But beatings, wholesale arrests, the
elimination of brain and even shooting have failed to
crush the Sikh morale.
THE SIKHS ARE FULLY DETERMINED

To establish their right of free worship and free
congregation in a Sikh Gurdwara at any cost. This
privilege is dearer to them than life itself. For the
maintenance of this right they are prepared to pay the
highest price—that of their lives.





