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PRETFACL.

Tue Supreme Government of India having
getermined upon sending a mission to the
court of Lahore, for the purpose of cndea-
vouring to place our alliance with Runjeet
Sing on a more secure and decided f:i;ﬂ[illg'
than had hitherto been the case, in May,
1838, the following gentlemen left Simla, in
company with several of the Maharajah’s
chief officers, who had been <ent to cscort

them to Adeenanuggur, where his High-
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ness was then passing the hot weather :—
Mr. W. H, M<Naghten, Political Secre-
tary to Government; Captain Wade, Poli-
tical Agent at Loodhiana; Hon, Captain
W. G. Osborne, Military Secretary fo the
Governor General ; Captain G. M<Gregor,
Aide-de-camp to the Governor General ;
Dr. Drummond, Surgeon to the Governor
General.

It is uanecessary fo enter into any details
ol the object of the mission, bat will be
sufficient to say that it was satisfactorily
brought to a conclusion by Mr, M<Naghten,
with hiF usual ability, and that the friend-
ship of the two states has been firmly and,
it is to be hoped, permanently established.

Aware of the apathy with which every-
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thing connected with India 15 generally re-
garded in England, the following brief ex-
tracts from a hasty journal, written to
beguile the tedium of a camp life, and
without the remotest intention of publica-
tion, are offered with the utmost diffidence :
and the author will be more than satisfied
if, iIn the present excited state of the
countries bevond our north-western frontier,
this imperfect description of a few weeks
spent in familiay intercourse with a ruler,
whom the peculiar position of his kingdom,
as well as his own extraordinary character,
have rendered an object of more than ordi-
nary interest, should afford one moment’s
amusement to those who, bLluzsed in the

enjoyment of all the comforts of their native



vi PFREFACE,

land, can little guess the shifts to which
their less fortunate and exiled countrymcen
are reduced, to pass the tedious hours of

a hot and sultry day, on the hurning plains

of the East.
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INTRODUCTION.

Tur attentton which is bestowed upon
Indian politics and history, 1s so rare and
superficial, that there are probably many
persons to whom the name of Runjeet Sing
is sufficiently familiar, who are very im-
perfectly acquainted with his origin, and
that of the nation which he ruled; it
has, therefore, been thought that a brief
introductory sketch of both, might serve to
clear the way for, and give additional interest
to, the Journal which it precedes.

.
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The Mogul Empire which was founded
by Baber in 1525, upon the ruins of the
Gaurian or Affghan dynasty, reached its
highest point of splendour under his grand-
son, Akbar, who succeeded his father Hu-
mayoon in 1555. The commencement of
its decline may be dated from the death of
this great prince, although the appearance
of 1ts former glory was revived by the wis-
dom and valour of Aurengzebe, with whose
long and prosperous reign its real power
may be said to have terminated. A succes-
sion of feeble and degenerate princes, desti-
tute of civil skill or military prowess, go-
verned by favourites, and absorbed in the
luxurious indolence of the haram, produced
the inevitable results of turbulence and re-

bellion among the nobles who were entrusted
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with the command of distant provinces; to
these causes of disorder was added the rise of
the Mahrattas, a race of Hindoos, who threat-
ened to retaliate upon their Mahomedan
conquerors all the evils which they had
suffered from the ancestors of the latter,
Aurengzebe died in 1707, and after the
throne had been occupied by four different
princes in the space of thirtcen years, Ma-
homed Shah was proclaimed King. The
weakness of Mahomed’s administration was
soon felt in the provinces, which became a ge-
neral scene of anarchy and civil contest, avail-
ing themselves of which, the Mahrattas, who
had already reduced Malwa and Guzerat,
and continued to make endless encroach-
ments, marched towards the capital. The
pusillaniimous Mahomed was induced to

I 2
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deliver himself from these formidable inva-
ders, and to purchase peace, by the payment
ot the chout, or one-fourth of his revenues,.
But he was scarcely delivered from this dan-
ger, when a more dreadful storin burst upon
the unhappy and nusgoverned empire. The
celebrated Nadir Shah, who had raised him-
self from an humble condition to the throne
of Persia, and who had made his name ter-
rible by lns victories and conquests, turned
his thoughts towards the invasion of India,
an enterprise far more splendid than any
which he had yet undertaken. India had
been often overrun by the hardy warnors of
the North ; and in its present condition, ite
wealth was invifing to the cupidity, while
its weakness offered an easy preyv to the
ambition, of an invader.

Having found pretexts Huﬁicienﬂ}-’ plau.
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sible, and not altogether groundless, for
breaking off the relations of amity which
he had previously expressed his desire to
maintain with the Indian monarch, he
began his march in 1738. His progress was
rapid and successful, almost all the governors
of the principal provinces, deprecating the
wrath of the invader by a prompt submis-
sion ; baving defeated the TImperial army,
Nadir advanced to Delhi, upon which de-
voted city he levied enormous contri-
butions, after commanding a massacre of
the inhabitants, in the midst of a tumult
which he had vainly endeavoured to prevent.
The march of Nadir from India was encum-
bered with spoil ; the amount of his plunder,
including the treasures and regalia of the
Imperial palace, has been variously esti-

mated, from thirty to seventy millions ster-
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ling. Of this the most remarkable object
was the peacock-throne of the Emperor
of Delhi ornamented with precious stones
of every description, among which the
most splendid was the famous diamond,
called the ¢ Koh--noor,” or mountain of
light.

Having exacted as the condition of peace
the cession of all the provinces on the
west of the Indus, he replaced Mahomed
on his degraded throne, and on the 14th of
April, 1739, began his march from Delhi,
of which he had been in possession thirty-
seven days. Nadir survived his Indian
expedition about eight years, during the
last five of which, his nature underwent
such a fearful change, and his cruelty be-
came so intolerable, that a congpiracy was
ot length formed by some of the principal
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officers of his court, who having learnt that
they were marked out for his destined vic-
tims, to save themselves, resolved upon,
and accomplished his destruction.

In the confusion which followed upon the
death of Nadir, Ahmed Khan, one of the
bravest of his officers, got possession of a

part of his treasure, with which he escaped
into Khorassan; there he made himself

master of a large sum of money which was
coming from India for Nadir, proclaimed
himsclf king, and after a slight opposition
was crowned at Candahar, assuming the
title of King of the Affghans. The warlike
and independent people over whom Almed
now established Ius sovereignty, had never
been united under a native king, and from
the love of equality which was conspicnous

in their character, they were not likely to
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view without jealousy the sudden exaltation
of one of their own nation.

He took great pains therefore, to secure
the affections of his own tribe, by confirming
them in thc possession of their lands, dis-
tributing the great offices among them, and
leaving the hereditary chiefs in possession
of their privileges; but it was upon the
effect of foreign conguests that he chiefly
relied for the consolidation of his power at
Lhome, He trusted that “successful wars
would throw a lustre round his name, and
afford him the means of attaching the Afi-
ghan chiefs by favours and rewards, and
that the manifestation of those military
virtues which he really possessed, would
impress all ranks with respeet, and con-
ciliate the affections of the soldiers to his

person.  The experience and discipline ac-
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quired in the Persian wars had rendered his
Dooraunees the best troops in Asia, and the
weakness of the Indian Empire had been
exposed and increased by the contest with
Nadir, Ahmed had consequently every
possible inducement to make an irruption
into Hindostan. When he was at Delhi, in
the train of Nadir, he had been an attentive
observer of the state of that court: the
imbecility of Mahomed Shah, the discords
and intrigues of the grandees, and the con-
tempt into which the royal authority had
fallen, did not fail to attract his notice.
His first efforts in Affghanistan having been
attended with the greatest success, and en-
couraged by what he saw and heard of the
condition of affairs at Delhi, he deter-

mined pon an immediate advance on that

capital.
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He met, however, with such a vigorous
resistance from the Vizier Kumoor-ood-
deen-Khan, and after his death (which
oceurred while he was at prayers by a ran-
dom shot from the Dooraunee artillery,)
from his son, Meer Munoo, that he deemed
it necessary to relinquish his design for the
present, and he retired precipitately, but
without ‘molestation, across the Indus at
Attuck. The Punjaub, which had been over.
run in his advance, was thus again brought
under the authority of the Mogul govern-
ment, and the court of Della mnférre;d on
Meer Munoo the viceroyship of Lahore
and Mooltan in acknowledgement and re-
ward, of his important services on this
occasion. The invasion of the Abdalee,
and the occupation of the Imperial forces,

were favourable to the progress and depre-
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dations of the Sikhs, who, often chastised,
but never entirely suppressed, now ven-
fured to appear in large bodies, and Sikh
plunderers scoured the country in all
directions. By the vigorous measures of
Meer Munoo, however, the Sikhs werc
compelled to fly the country, or hide their
heads; proselytes to their sect and faith
became rare, and the peace of the country
was again restored.

The Sikhs were so called from a Sanscrit
term, denoting a disciple ; the founder of
the sect was Nanac Shah, a native of a
small village in the province of Lahore,
where he was born in 1469. From his
childhood he was inclined to devotion, and
manifested an indifference to all worldly
concerns. This disposition was cherished

by his intercourse with Fakirs, among whom
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and the poor, he distributed the greatest
part of his substance. Lﬁn.y were  his
trances and wvisions, and severe the aus-
terities he practised in the progress of the
religious carecr which he undertook, with
a view of reforming the worship of the truc
God, degraded as it had been by the idolatry
of the Hindoos, and the ignorance of the
Mahomedans. With this holy purpose he
visited the citics of India, preaching to all
ranks the great doctrines of the unity and
omnipresence of (zod.

He professed himself the enemy of dis-
cord, and to have no object but that of
reconciling the two faiths of the Maho-
medans and Hindoos in onc religion, which
he endeavoured to do by recalling them to
that great and original truth which they

professed in common, and by reclaiming
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them from the numerous errors wmto which
they had failen. Nanuc was violently op-
posed by the Hindoo zealots, but treated
kindly by the Emperor Baber, to whom
he was presented in the course of his
travels. IHe was unquestionably a man of
uncommon genius, as may be inferred from
the eminence he attained, and the success
with which he combated the opposition
which cncountered him, while he laboured
unremittingly to inculcate upon Hindoos
and Mahomedans, that sublime principle
which enjoins devotion to God, and peace
towards men.

Although he left two sons, he did not
deem either of them worthy to succeed to
his spiritual functions, which he devolved
upon & Cshatriya, ‘one of the military class,)

whom he had initiated in the mysteries of



Xiv INTHODUCTION.

his sect, and who was called Angad. He
taught the same doctrines as Nanac, and
portions of both their writings are contained
in a book called ““ Grunth.” The famc of
this bock was diffused, and by degrees its
votaries became a sect, distinguished by
peculiar garb and manners, and living apart
from the - other inhabitants, in scparate
villages and communities, where one always
presided as hcad over the rest. Nanac was
followed by nine successors in the office of
chief, or patriarch of the sect, during which
time the Sikhs led peaceable and inoffensive
lives. T'he tenth and last of their spiritual
leaders was called Gooroo* Govind, whose
plang of ambition were very different from
those of his predecessor Nanac. His dis-

# (oporos wae the title bestowed by a Hindoo on his

religious instructor.
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ciples were required to devote themselves to
armns, they were divided into troops, mar-
shalled under trusty leaders, and incited to
plunder the country.

He is said to have instituted the Gooroo
Mata, or State Council, by which he gave
a federative form to the commonwealth of
the Sikhs. Their progress and excesses at
length drew down the vengeance of the
Imperial Government, and after some vicissi-
tudes of fortune, so active and incessant
were the measures of extirpation pursued
agminst them, that for a period of pearly
thirty years, (up to the time of Nadir’s in-
vasion,) they were scarcely heard of. That
event again drew them forth, and they once
more began to infest the Punjaub; the
weakness of the empire, and the confusion

into which the provinces of Lahore and
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Cabool were thrown by the death of Nadir,
rendered the Sikhs still more bold, and their
numbers having been increased by the
conversion of many proselytes, who were
attracted to a standard under which plunder
was considered a virtue, and robbery a duty,
they soon extended their ravages over the
greater part of the Punjaub. The evil had
spread considerably before the attention of
the Viceroy of Lahore was roused to its
importance, and he was induced to make
an exertion for its suppression, At length,
however, he tock the ficld, and inflicted on
themn a severe chastisement, after which a
rigorous proscription gave a check to the
spirit of proselytism, and to the enthusiasm
of the votaries of the Gooroo.

In 1751-2 Ahmed Shal again - crossed
the Indus and marched into the Punjaub ;
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the Vizir, Meer Munoo, sustained a
defeat near the city of Laliore, and finding
the fortifications of the place untenable,
vielded to circumstances, and tendered
his submission to the Shah. That prince
was well pleased with such an issue of
the campaign, and retnstated Meer Munoo
as his own viceroy of Mooltan and Lahore,
Upon the death of the Viceroy, which shortly
after occurred, his widow assumed the go-
vernment in the name of her infant son,
but under a female reign little activity was
shewn 1n suppressing the Sikh confederacy ;
accordingly their number and audacity
daily increased, their depredations grew
continually more formidable, and anarchy
and confusion gained head in the province.
After an interval of four vyears, Ahmed

Shah again appeared in the field, on which

C
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occasion he seized upon the Punjaub and
Sirhind, gave the government of both
provinces to his son Tymoor, and then re-
turned to Cabool. In 1757 the Mahrattas
(upon the invitation of a chief called Adcena
Beg, who had thrown off the yoke of the
Dooraunees,) marched into the Punjaub,
from which Prince Tymoor, unable to stem

the torrent, was obliged to retire.
The Mahrattas were now become the

ruling power in India, and so great was
the alarm of the Mahomedan Subahdars
for their principalities and independence,
that the reappearance of Ahmed Shah
east of the Indus, was joyfully hailed by a
large party in Hindestan. Upon the
approach of the King, the Mahrattas fled
beforc him, but being distressed for pro-

visions, tliey offered him battle, when their
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army of 80,000 veteran cavalry was almost
wholly destroyed. The Court of Poonah
made great exertions to retrieve this dis-
aster, and regain the ascendancy; all the
retainers of the state were summoned, and
an immense army marched towards Delhi,
led by the chiefs of the principal Mahratta
families. On the 7th January, 1761, the
final struggle took place in the battle of

Paniput, the Mahratta host was routed with

immense slaughter, and their power was for
the moment completely annihilated.

The conqueror determined upon the
permanent annexation of Lahore and Sir-
hind to his own dominions; but he made
no stay in the Punjaub, and the governor
whom he left there with a very feeble de-
tachment, retained an imperfect hold of the

territory ; the Sikhs profited by the neglect
c 2
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they experienced, secured strong helds in
various parts, and largely augmented their
resources and power. Amongst others, the
ancestors of Runjeet Sing appeared early
in the field, and distinguished themselves
by their enterprising character. In 1762,
Ahmed Shah, roused by  the intelligence
he received of the progress of the Sikhs,
again appeared on the Indus, made one of
those rapid marches for which he was ccle-
brated, and attacked and defeated the Sikhs
with great slaughter; after having made
the arrangements he deemed necessary for
the security of his territories east of the

Indus, he returned to Cabool.

He had no sconer retired than the
Sikhs again took the field, attacked Sirhind,
and fought an acticn with the Mussulman

{Governor, mn which the latter was de-
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feated and killed ; this bold eoterprise re-
called Ahmed Shah for the seventh time to
Hindostan ; his arrival was the signal for
their dispersion, bot he found himself un-
able effectually to care the evil, and to put
down the Sikhs, who as scon as he was
gone, collected again, and made themselves
masters of Lahore. Abmed once more
returned to punish this outrage, and the
Sikbs again fled before him; but circum-
stances soon compelled him to march back
to Cubool, after which they remained un-
disputed masters of the Punjaub, and occu-
pied the country as a permanent inheritance.
T'he Sikh chiefs had been followed to the
field by relations or volunteers, and not h}*
hired retainers ; they considered themselves
as partners or associates in each separate

enterprise, and regarded the lands acquired
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as common property, in which each had a

share according to the degree in which he

had contributed to the acquisition ; the asso-
ciations were called Misuls, of which twelve

were originally enumerated, who could bring
into the field about 70,000 horse.

Of these Misuls that of Churut Sing,
the ancestor of Runjeet, was one of the least
considerable, but so distracted was the state
of the nation, so small the authority of the
Gooroo Mata or National Council, and such
a spirit of intrigue and ambition prevalent
among the chiefs, that a large field was
open for the aggrandisement of the most
able end the most daring among them.
Runjeet Sing was born on the 2nd Novem.
ber, 1780 ; his father, Maha Sing, was an
active and enterprising chicf, whe acquired

great reputation by carly feals in arms, go
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much so, that many independent Sirdars
attached themselves to him, and chose to
follow his standard in war, and live under
his countenance and protection. The con-
tinual success which attended his under-
takings, together with the connections he
formed, soon gave him such an ascendency,
that none of the Sikh chiefs could compete
with bim 1n authority. The result of his su-
periority was favourable to the country, and
the Punjaub enjoyed a repose and tranquillity
to which 1t had long been a stranger.

Maha Sing died in 1792, at the early
age of twenty-seven, leaving a high cha-
racter for bravery, activity, and prudence,
and was succeeded by his only son Runjeet,
then twelve years odd, Little care had been
bestowed on the education of the voung

Rajah, whose ecarly vears were spent in
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following the sports of the field, and who
had never been tanght to read or write in
any langunage. On attaining the age of
seventeen, Runjeet, as his father had done
before him, dismissed the Deewan, and
assumed the conduct of affairs. In the
course of the years 1795-96-97 the Punjaub
was twice exposed to invasion by Shah
Zemaun, who had recently succeeded to the
throne of Cabool. In 1798 the Shah ad-
vanced again, but finding it impossible to
make any provision for the permanent
occupation of the country, he retraced his
steps to his hercditary dominions, and the
Sikh Sirdars returned to the territories
which they had evacuated at the Shal's
approach. On the Shah’s retirement, Run-
jeet began to cntertain the design of obtain.

ing Lahore for himsclf, and by an opportune
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service rendered to that prince, he obtained
from him a grant of the place, with permis-
sion to take possession of it.

He accomplished this object by skilful
management rather than by force, and the
city remained ever after in his hands. In
the course of the next three or four years,
his continual encroachments excited the
fears and jealousy of all the Sirdars who
had hitherto enjoyed independence; they
perceived that it was the aim of Runjeet to
reduce them to fealty and submission, yet so
creat were their jealousies and dissensions,
that they could devise or attempt nothing
to relieve themselves from his arbitrary
cxaclions, and the forfeitures and resump-
tions with which he systematically visited
the family of every chief that died,

About this time the deposition of the
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sons of Tymoor* began to produce such
distractions in the Affghan empire, that the
royal authority was scon reduced to a very
low ebb. Runjeet was encouraged by this
state of things to direct his views westward,
and mm 1804 he determined to seize upon
the dependencies of that empire east of the
Indus. He accordingly crossed the Ravee,
but at his approach several chiefs purchased
security from violence and plunder by sub-
mission and presenis, Relations were then
established with many Mussulman families,
and the chiefs as far as the Indus, beginning
to see to what quarter their hopes and fears
must for the future be dirccted, at once

submitted to the ruler of Lahore, and with-

* Humayoon, Mahmood, Shak Zemaun, and Shah
Shooja, the latter of whom has just been seated by
British influence on the throne of Cabool.
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drew from all further connection with the
Court of Cabool,

Runjcet Sing continued steadily to pur-
sue his career of pccupations and usurpa-
tions on the eastern and southern banks of
the Sutledj, and his authority in the Pun-
jaub was so completely established, that it
became cssential to the policy of the British
Government in India to enter into amicable
relations with his court, and to accomplish
this purpose, in the year 1808, Mr. Metcalf*
was despatched to Lahore. He was received
with the usual attenticns, but the conduct
of Runjcet was so unsatisfactory, and he
evinced such a strong disposition to continue
his encroachments, that it was decmed ex-
pedient to advance a body of troops under

Colonel Ochterlony, to enforce the de-

* Now Sir Charles Metealf, the Governor of Jamaica,
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mands, and support the negotiation of our
arent,

Runjeet soon became sensible that it
would be better policy to conciliate our
friendship than to provoke our enmity, and
on the 25th of April, 1808, a treaty of
mutual peace and friendship was concluded
at Amritscer; having at length satisfied him-
self that the apprehensions he entertained of
the designs of the Government of Caleutta
were unfounded, and that the ulierior vicws
for which he gave us credit, had no existence,
he acquiesced in the connection with a zeal
and cordiality which suffered no interruption
during the remminder of his life. It was
about this time that Runjeet commenced
the formation of battalions of troops on the
British model, influenced probably in great

measurc by the efficiency and discipline
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of the British Sepoys who were with Mr,
Metecalf, and of which he had himself had
an opportunity of witnessing a very striking
example.

In February, 1810, in the midst of ope-
rations which he was carrving on to enforce
the resumption of the territorial possessions
of a chief who had lately died*, news was
brought him that Shah Shooja was approach-
ing to seek refuge in his dominions, where,
though received with much respect, he made
at that time a very short stay. His departure
left the Maharajah at liberty to pursue
an enterprise against Mooltan, from which,
however, he was compelled to retire, greatly
exasperated at his ill success. Of the twelve
original Misnls, none now remained in the
Punjanb but that of Runjeet himself, and

* Jadh Smng of Vuzeerabad.






