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the nectar of two edged SWord
and gave him the name of
Banda Singh, from the word
banda he had used for himself
proclaiming his allegiance to the

Guru.

Henceforth Banda Singh acted upon the
principles of Sikhism. He listened to the history of
the Sikhs with great attention. Hearing about the
mtyrdomomeﬁAqm Dev Ji and Gurﬁ
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~ Fatch Singh (a descendant of Bhai Bhagati), Karam
- Singh and Dharam Singh (descendants of Bhai

Blessed by Guru
Gobind Singh Ji, 4
who bestowed upon him a drum (Nagara), a
Nishan Sahib, Hukamnama and five arrows from his |
own quiver as emblems of authority, and :
accompanied by five Sikhs - Binod Singh, Kahan |
Singh, Baj Singh, Daya Singh and Ram Singh, he
set out towards the north determined to chastise the
tyrannical Mughal faujdar of Sirhand. As he reached
Punjab, Sikhs began to show their solidarity with
his mission, amongst the first to join him were Bhai




their disposal. Baba Ji, very generous as he already
was, began to spend money without any reservation.
He helped the poor and the needy. No one went
back empty handed after meeting him. It was
declared by the beat of the drum that whosoever
had been distressed by the authorities could file
complaint directly with the Khalsa.

Banda Singh Bahadar first resolved to commence
operations by teaching a lesson to the faujdar of
Kaithal for the attrocities committed by him and
then to attack Samana. In November 1709, Banda
Singh attacked Samana, the native town of Jalal-ud-
Din, the executioner of Gura Tegh Bahadar, and of
~ the two executioners - Shashal Beg and Bashal Beg
oA who had volunteered to behead Gurit Gobind Singh
S : J’s two young sons, at Sirhand.
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smoking ruins.

After the attack of Samana, Banda Singh
occupied Ghurham, Thaska, Shahabad and
Mustafaibad. The town of Kapuri near Patiala.
whose faujdar, Qadam-ud-Din, was notorious for
his atrocities on Hindus and Sikhs, was razed to the

! ground.
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| Next came the turn of Sadhaura, whose chief,
Usman Khan, had not only opressed the Hindiis but
had also tortured to death the Muslim saint, Sayyid
Buddha Shah, for having helped Gurii Gobind
Singh Ji in the battle of Bhangani. Babia Bandi
Singh marched towards Sadhauri to avenge the ;
torture and death of Pir Buddha Shih as per |
~ injunction of the Gurd. Pir Buddha Shih had

| fought the battle Bhangani from the Gura's side ‘
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: hlsﬁvc hundred followers and four sons. Two
__of his sons and about a







Singh’s march towards i b
girhand  punishing the S
evil doers. Wazir Khan g
held a darbar at Sirhand
and put the Sikh and
Hinda populace behind the bars.
He imposed restrictions on the troops. He ywae
feeling very much perturbed. Meanwhile, the Khil;
at Amritsar received the happy news of Baba Band;
Singh Bahadar’s destruction of Samani and
Sadhaura with satisfaction. The Singhs adopted 2

Gurmata at Akal Takht Sihib to devastate Sirhand
before retiring.




The Singhs from Western side marched towards
Sirhand via Kartarpur, Jalandhar and Hoshiarpur
after crossing Satluj towards the hjlls and passing
through Ropar and Kharar to join the Singhs being
led by Baba Banda Singh for a common attack. The
Singhs met the advancing troops of Babi Bandai
Singh on the Banur-Kharar road with sky rending
ovations of “Bole so Nihal - Sat Sri Akil”.

Nawab Wazir Khan saw his very end hidden in
this historic alliance. He conspired with the nephew
of Sucha Nand to join Banda Singh’s force and leave
him amidst the battle. But Baba Ji saw
through his plot and commented that




whosoever is not true to his salt, dies instantly. Qp
seeing his schemes a fatlure, Wazir Khan ry k
Haidri flag and proclaimed Jehad or a religious war
He personally held the commands of his troops. The
two opposing armies met at the historic plains of
Chappar Chiri where pitched battles were fought.
Wazir Khan was killed by Bhai B3j Singh in the
- battle of Chappar Chiri on 12 May 1710, and on 14
~ May the aty of Sirhand was captured. Suchi Nand's
- residence was reduced 1o ashes and the palace wa




Bhai Bij Singh, one of BabilR

Banda Singh’s companions, was B
appomnted governor of Sirhand.
Baba Ali Singh was designated as the
jdeputy governor. Bibi Bands Singh
Bahadar was now the virtual master of
territorics between the Yamuni and the Sutlej,
yeilding an annual revenue of thirty-six lacs of
rupees. He declared the Sikh rule in the liberated
territory. He made a declaration for the abolishment
of Jagirdari system and acted upon
the principle of ‘the land
to tillers’. He reduced
taxes and released
subsidies. He made the

old Fort of Mukhlisgarh,
in the safety of the
QHimalayas, his
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of roy .11(\
He assumed the style e ,@ﬁ,,
_ calendar X
and introduced a new ..-w ;df’,

'r_ 1§ capturc of
1! dating from h f

i ' S".hand He had new coins struc
| in the name of Gurti Nanak - Guru Gobind Singh

Besides the names of the Gurus, the inscription of ‘
| his seal contained the word dcgh (the kettle in Gury
i ka Langar signifying charity) and tegh (the sword of \
the Khalsa signifying power) :
Degh-o-tegh-o-fateh, Nusrat-i-bedirang '
Yaft az Nanak, Gura Gobind Singh.

- ;:;_ | The kettle and sword (symbols of charity and
| WW), Vm}' and incessant blcssmgs‘ have been
s from Gurti Nanak - Gobind Singh.

l\ “—Ld’

PR —







In Punmjab, Baba Bandi
Singh took Batiala and Kalanaur, marched towards
Lahore, while a contingent proceeded to occupy the
aty and pargana of Pathankot. Seized with terror,
Sayyid Aslam, the governor of Lahore, shut himsclf
up“in the Fort. Cries of Jihad or religious war
against the Sikhs proved of little avail and Bandi
Singh inflicted a crushing defeat upon the gathered
host at the village of Bhiloval. Except for the atv of
Lahore, the whole of Majha and Riarki
had fallen into his hands. On 3 .
October 1710, he occupied

ahon in the Jalandhar
Doab.




emperor Bahadur Shih, who ' ards from
the Deccan, and commanded the governors of Delk;
and Oudh and other a\-‘luglml officers to punish the
Sikhs. The order he issued op 10 December 1710
was a general warrant for the faujdars to kill ghe
- worshippers of Ninak. j.e. Sikhs, wherever tound
(Nanak-prastan ra har ja kih ba-yaband ba-qatl
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